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PewResearchCenter Publications

Anna Nicole Audience Praises Press Coverage

March 1, 2007

Anna Nicole Smith's death and the bizarre aftermath continue to fascinate a signifisant segment of the
American public and the mainstream media. During the second iull week of coverage of the story,

“interest remained steady and coverage actually increased - as portioris cof the legal proceedings

concerning her body were carried five by the major cable networks. The public has voiced concern that
the story was being over-covered (61% said Smith's death received too much coverage). Nonetheless,
the more than one-third of the public who are now following the stoty closely give the news media high
marks for its coverage. This is consistent with other major tabloid stories of the past, where the core
audiences for those stories have generally approved of the press coverage.

In fact, the press gets higher ratings for its covarage from the Smith audience than it does from the
audiences of any of the top hard news stories of the week. Among the 35% of Americans who followed
the Smith story closely, fully two-thirds rate the press coverage as excellent (32%) or good (34%).
Only 13% say the press has done a poor job in covering the story. Another human interest story
receives high ratings from its primary audience as well. Those who closely followed the rescue of three
climbers stranded on Oregon's ME. Hood also approve of the media's coverage of that story. Fully 25%
say the media did an excellent job and another 54% say they did a good job.

The press receives lower ratings for its coverage of Irag from those who were following that story
closely - 13% rate the coverage excellent, 37% say it's been good. Reports about sub-par conditions
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center receive similar ratings from those following the story closely -

How Audiences Rate Press Coverage
Week of February 19

Anna Nicale Smith
fit, Hood climbers
Irag

2008 Campaign
Walter Reed
Conflict with lran

mExcellent @Good

Based on thase following each story very fairly clasely.

0% excellent, 38% good, The public also gives the press higher grades for its Smith coverage than for its reporting on the 2008 pfesidential campaign and on
the mounting tensions between Iran and the U.S. Roughly half of those following each story give the press excellent or good ratings for its coverage.

High press ratings for tabloid stories are not unusual. The press received similarly high marks for its coverage of the O.J. Simpson murder case and, more

recently, the murder of Laci Peterson.

These findings are based on the most recent installment of the weekly News Inferest Index, a new initiative by the Pew Research Center for the People & the
Press. The index, building on the Center's longstanding research into public attentiveness to major news stories, examines news interest as i relates to the
news media's agenda. The weekly survey is conducted in conjunction with The Project for Excellence in Journaiisei's News Coverage {ndex, which monitors the

news reported by major newspaper, television, radio and online news outlets on an ongoing basis.

Iraq Still Dominates Interest and Coverage

Overall, [raq was the dominant news story this past week, both in terms of irferest and
coverage. Fully 36% of Americans followed news about Iraq very closely, and 34% said it was
the story they followed most closely. One-fifth of the news coverage across five major media
sectors was devoted {o the Iraq policy debate and events on the ground. By comparison, 13%
of the public followed the Smith story very closely and 16% said it was their top story,
Coverage of Smitk's death and the aftermath made up 10% of the overall newshole and more
than one quarter {26%) of cable news coverage - making it the top story by far for that sector.

As has been the case for the past two weeks, women, particularly younger women, are much
more interested in the Smith story than are men. While nearly one- quarter of women ages
18-49 list Smith's death as their top story of the week, only 13% of all men say the same. Men
vermiain much more focused on Irag. Not only are women mare likely to follow the Smith story,
they like the coverage better as well, Fully 70% of women who are tuned into the Smith story
give the press high marks for its coverage. Men who are following the story are slightly less
enthused about the coverage - 58% give the press an excellent or good rating.

Other major stories of the week

included the 2008 presidential Measuring News Interast
campaign, mounting tensions

between the U.S. and Iran, the Week of February 19
exposé on conditions at Walter rag

Reed Army Medical Center, and the

rescue of the Mt. Hood climbers. Anna Nicols Smith

Publi¢ interest in the campaign )

edged up slightly from the previous 2008 Campaign

week as did coverage - 22%

followed campaign news very Conflict with lran

closely and 12% said this was their

top story of the week. Campaign Walter Reed

news made up 12% of the newshole

Hews Interest vs. News Coverage
‘Week of Februaty 19
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#interest: percent who followed this story most closely

M Coverage: percsnt of news coverage daveted to story
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with a good deal of the coverage devoted to feuding between the Hitary Clinton and Barack Obama ||/t Hood climbers
camps. :

# Percent whe followed this stery very closely

Nearly three-in-ten Americans (29%) followed news about Iran very closely, as the focus shifted WPercent who named story as their most closely followed

back to the nafion's nuclear prograrm, and 9% said this was their top story of the week. Coverage of
this story agcounted for 5% of the newshole. The public was somewhat less interested in the Walter
Read story - 19% followed it very closely and 5% said it was their top story. Three percent of the week's news coverage was devoted to this story. One-in-ten
Americans paid very close attention to the Mt. Hood story and 4% said it was the story they followed most closely last week. Media coverage was substartial
early in the week, but fell off cnee the climbers had been rescued. Qver the entire week, 3% of the newshole was devoted to this story.

Republicans More Critical of War News Goverage

With regard to lrag, Republicans and Independents are now much more critical of press
coverage of the war than they were back in 2003, In July of 2003, 64% of those who were
following the situation in irag gave the press high marks for its coverage. At that time,

Party Gap on Coverage of Iraq

Republicans, Democrats and Independents were largely in agreement about the press's &E‘mﬁmﬁg &Fﬁﬂ:&_ﬂ
performance - 66% of Republicans, 61% of Démocrats and 63% of Independents gave the Job press hasdone % % % % X k3

press an excellent or good rating. Today, there is a clear partisan pattern to the evaluations, covering frag:

Amang Democrats who are following news about Iraq closely, 62% say the media has done an ?ﬁ:iﬁ;&‘;ﬁzﬁd gg g; gg ‘;g g; g
excellent or good job covering the story. This compares to only 40% of Republicans and 47% of Ban’t know 2 1 2 1 1

Independents who are closely following news about Irag, ‘ W00 180 100 100 100 100

Based on those who followed the story very/faily closely
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Anna Nicole Smith. She was a walking sound
bite, a blaring headline, a can’t miss photo-op.
She posed for Playboy after dancing in obscure
go-go bars in the South (after getting more than
adequate breast augmentation), She married an
89-year-cld billionaire. You know the rest,

She would often walk the red carpet, seeming to
be either high or drunk. She was famous for
being famous. But clearly Anna Nicele Smith had
problems that would only get worse as we in the
media.-dacumented her every move. Tragically,
her 20-year-old son Daniel died in the same
hospital where she gave birth to a beautiful baby
girl six months ago, yet no one knows who the
father is. Then last Thursday, Anna Nicole Smith
died under suspicious circumstances, and the
media onslaught began.

Last weekend, the coverage was wall-to-wall, Not
just on tabloid TV programs but on virtuatly
every legitimate news channel, The print press
had a field day with Anna Nicole's death, a
headline writer's dream. Celebrity-oriented Web
sites crashed under the welight of public interest
in the story.

Story continues below |

advertlsement

Why do we care about Anna Nicole Smith?
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I understand cur fascination with famous people whose lives turn into
train wrecks, Ratings go through the roof and circulation spikes. Anna
Nicole's death allows us all to escape and ponder all those intriguing
questions that mean absolutely nothing to our own llves. Who Is the
baby’s real father? Were drugs or alcohol involved in her death? Who
will get all those millions?

Anna Nicole Smith's death at 39 is [egitimate news. It's fascinating. But
does it really demand the amount of coverage it has gotten? To me it
feels over the top.

In the process, what important stories get pushed out? MSNBC has tried

to strike a balance between heavy coverage of Anna Nicole Smith and
coverage of complex and difficult issues, including Iraq, the Scooter
Libby trial and the 2008 presidential campaign.

Look, it's a lot easier and more fun to cover celebrity-based, salacious
stories than te examine sobering stuff tike social security, health care,
race relations or what the best approach is In getting out of Irag. It
bothers me that we in the media spend so much time, money and
people power on sensational stories, while it's a safe bet that few
media consumers have any idea who the 3,000th American soldier was
te die in Iraq. That's screwed up. For the record, his name was Sgt.
Edward Shaffer.

RELATED CONTENT

¢ Who will get Anna Nicole Smith's monay?
¢ Anna Nicole's death a reality’ check
® Full coverage: Anna Nicole Smith

B Video: Anna Nicole Smith 3

Birkhead leaves Bahamas with
Danrielynn

May 1: In this exclusive video, Larry
Birkhead boards an airplana in the
Bahamas with his daughter,
Dannielynn, in tow.
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Dannlelynn can leave Bahamas

Court: Blrkhead can leave Bahamas with baby
Anna Nicolo’s half-sister's tell-all book
Birkhead talks to MSNEG

Anna Nicole:

Make room for Daddy

1 yery disappointed’

DEATH OF ANNA NICOLE SMITH

Birkhead finally leaves Bahamas with daughter

Two Anna Nicole Smith diarles self for $59,760
Anna Nicele mocks herself in final role

Birkhead says Howard K. Stern 'a great help’

We often say “news is a business” and we have to compete for ratings.
No argument. We say that because the competition is covering Anna
Nicole ad nauseum, we have no choice. We say this is what people
want, but what about slipping in a little of what people need?

It is easy for a media analyst to criticize the media. But that won't do
here. We need alternatives. It is a waste of time to think the dynamics
that caused our obsession over Anna Nicole’s death will ever change. I
suggesk we remember that we have a greater responsibility than to
simply cover what is easy. We should work harder to be more creative
when It cornes to making sense of more important stories that affect
our lives. Covering real Issues doesn't have to be boring! If 40 million
Americans don't have health insurance, how can we say it isn‘t worth
more coverage?

Why not raise the bar just a bit? I'm not saying we should ignore Anna
Nicale’s death, but show a littie restraint and don‘t always run with the
pack, Saying that this is all peeple want is a cop out. Sometimes, itis
all we give them, so they think that is all they can get. Of course media
consumers are interested in Anna Nicole Smith, but they care about
other things too, and we in the med|a should work harder to serve them
better.

Barack Obama sald in his presidential announcement that fer our
country to ever reach its full potential, every citizen must contribute
more and be more responsible. I say, to reach our potential, we in the
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media must take more responsibility for what we cover and how we
cover it. Itis our job to better inform American citizens about what
matters because democracy is not a spectator sport.

Don't get me wrong, I get the Anna Nicole thing, and my analyzing
media coverage of her death may even contribute to what T ¢riticize.
But it is what it Is, and after the Anna Nicole story dies down, there will
be another media obsession over a “famous person” whose outrageous
behavior will fascinate us. I just hope in the process we keep a better
sense of balance and perspective, and find a little more space for things
that really matter in our lives.

Write to Steve Adubato at SAdubato@aol.com

© 2008 MSNBC Interactive

Discuss Story Rate Story: Low frirdrfivy High
On Newsvine View popuiar 3 afier 318 ratings
Email Instant Message Print

MORE FROMMSNBC TV

MSNBC TV Section Front

Palin is 'formidable opponent’
Obama: 'Act now’ to pass finance bill
McCaln: ‘A waste of taxpayers' dollars’
Great expectations for Sarah Palin?
Senate passes economic rescue. bif
McConnelk: "Senate af its finast’

Reijd: ‘Ledlslation for alf America’

L shot at the bailout
Senate to the rescue

McGaln: 'Greatest financlal crisis’
MSNEC TV Section Front

Add MSNBC TV headlines to your news reader:

BY B Windows Live- | B 80y Sowio0r | EMGWMS | B
More Rss feeds from WSNBC.com

Top msnbe.com stories | NBC News highlights
Stocks siide after employment data Flrst Read: The stakes for Palin
Economists: Rescue plan needs work Video: VP debates add zest, humor

Ex-fiance to tot's mom: “Stop lying’

Palin faces voter doubt on readiness Dirty truth about cleaning products
Debato styie often trurnps substance Do you look like a candidate?
SPONSORED LINKS Get listed here

Teeth Whitening Exposed }
The Secrets Dentists don't want you to know about Teeth Whitening!
wwrw Best-Teeth-Whitenlng.com

Lose 20 Pounds Now!
"Oprah's Superfood of the Year!* Click Here for Free Trial
www.acsiberryboom.com

Obama Voter Registration
If Youre Not Registered, You Cant Vote. Reglster to Vote Today!
Florida.VeteForChange.com

Treat Spinal Stenoesis
Minimally Irnvasive Treatment For Spinal Stenosis-Get Your Life Back
www.laserspineinstitute.com

Project Mgmt Certification

Villanova Project Management. Certification 8 weeks - Free infa
www.Villanoval.com/PM

10/2/2008 4:23 PM




¥
+
i

SN

Featuring Today Nightly News Dateline Meet the Press MSNBC TV Newswoek

Categories Topstories Localnews U.S. World Palitics Business Sports
Entertainment Health Téch & sclence Travel Weather

About us  Contact Site map Jobs  Terms & conditions

7 Nisolty it P ¥sERgR Bosh S the (SR cIYFSRIE B¥4agrbe-cpmitered on FLSD Docket HOPGATSOOBsTbomspioms/idf 31452

© 2008 Microsoft MSN Privacy Legal Acdverlise

Alerts via E-mail RS§ &
1M updates {eeds
Mobile Padcasts Widgeis
heal?ﬂines
Help
10/2/2008 4:23 PM



e BB a8 OB YLD MBS AN o RPBFP RIS 1 SEEI 207 o 2DOBamapisgle- Miohe ez

February 16, 2007

Too Much Anna Nicole, But the Saga Attracts an Audience

Pew Launches Weekly News Interest Index

Surmmary of Findings

Most Americans feel the press has gone overboard in covering the death of Anna Nicole Snith, Fully 61% believe the Smith story has been
overcovered, far more than the number saying that about any other recent story. Even so, a sizable minority (11%) followed Smith's death more
closely than any of last week’s other top stories. This is on par with the number who cited news about the 2008 presidential candidates (23%) or
the Super Bowl (11%) as the stories they followed most closely. The war in Iraq was the top story for the week of Feh. 5, with 30% following it
most clogely, :

These are the principal findings of the first weekly News Interest Index, a new initiative
by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. The index will build on the
Center's longstanding research into public attentiveness to major news stories, adding an .
important new dimension, _ trag |

News Interest vs. News Coverage
Week of Febneary &

. . E Winter weather
For the first time, the public's news interest can be compared with the news media's

agenda through The Project for Excellence jn Journalism's News Coverage Index, which 2008 Cameatgn

monitors the news reported by major newspaper, television, radio and online news outlets
on an ongoing basis. PEJ's Index examines news content each week from Sunday through
Friday, with the results released every Tuesday. The News Interest Index survey will
measure the public's reaction over the weekend (Friday through Monday) with the results
reported on Thursdays, The marriage of these two projects provides an unprecedented
opportunity to evaluate how the public's appetite for major news stories compares with

Anna Nicote Smith
Super Bowl B

Astronaut

#Interest: percent who follawad this story most closely

@Coverager percent of news coverage devoted to stoey

the amount of coverage the press devotes to these stories.

Data collected sinee the start of the year suggest that the public and the press are often in agreement about the most important news stories of
the day. The Iraq war has consistently been the top-ranked news story both in terms of public interest and press coverage. In the News Interest
Index survey for the week of Feb. 5 (conducted Feb. 9-12}, 30% of Americans said the situation in Iraq was the story they followed most closely,
nearly double the next highest story - winter weather. During that same week, 22% of the news reported across a broad spectrum of media
outlets was devoled to the Iraq war (12% to the policy debate and 10% to events on the ground), according to PEJ.

Anna Nicole Coverage

The death of Anna Nieole Smith, which set off a classic media feeding frenzy, may be an instance where
press coverage exceeded public demand. Eleven percent of the public said Smith's death was the news
story they followed most closely last week; 9% of the week's news coverage was devoted to this topic. But
because the death occurred mid-week, the full extent of hews coverage {s not accurately captured by that
9% figure. In the two days immediately following Smith's death (Feb. 8-9), nearly a quarter of the news
from all sectors (24%) was devoted to this story, and fully haif of cable news was focused on Smith. The
public reacted negatively to the abundance of coverage - 61% feel that the Smith story received too much
coverage, compared with just 8% who think it should have received more.

On the other big tabloid story of the week - involving a female astronaut, a love triangle, and charges of
attempted murder - public interest and news coverage seemed to be more closely aligned. Just 4% of the
public said this was the story they followed most closely last week. Notably, 29% believe the sagd of
astronaut Lisa Nowak received too much coverage; 11% feel it was undercovered. The story was
overshadowed by Smith's death, and by week's end 6% of the overall coverage had been devoted to the
story.

Too Much Anna Nicale

Which stories...
Received Desarved
toomuch  mere .

COVErage Coverayg
%

Anna Nicote Smith 61 8
Astronaut sl 11
Super Bowl 13 4
2003 presidential 10 26
Irag 9 . 43
Weather 5 13

Figures shous the percent choosing essh
stury as ore that received too much or too
little press coverage. Fiures addtomore
than 100% becatse respondents could choose
mase than onestory as belrg over- or under-
eovered,

It seems that news coverage of the weather did not match the public's fascination with it Record cold temperatures and dramatic snowstorms
captured the interest of many Americans this past week - 17% said the weather was their top story, while only 3% of the news coverage was

devoted to this topic.

Beyond Tabloid Stories, Iraq and Campaign Dominate

Aside from the recent tabloid stories and the weather, the public has been focused on several important national and international issues over
the past several weeks, The media has devoted an enormous amount of time to the Iraq war, but Americans do not seem to be tiring of the
coverage. In the most recent poll taken this past weekend, 43% selected Iraq as the news story that, if anything, should be receiving even more

coverage from the media.

10/2/2008 4:23 PM
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The 2008 presidential campaign, with high stakes and an interesting cast of characters,

has caught the public's interest. During the past three wecks, this has been a top-tier news News 3“";"“;;? News g:overage
story both in terms of interest and coverage. Public interest in the 2008 election is oek of January 2
significantly higher at this early stage than was the case eight years ago. Irag

2008 Campaign
The high-profile global warming conference in Paris and stories related to the causes of

global climate change attracted a considerable amount of public interest. During the week
of Jan. 29, 11% of the public said global warming was the story they were most interested lran tensions
in. (Ten years ago, during the Kyoto summit, the public was paying very little attention to || Boston bomb scare
this issue.) News coverage of global warming was substantial during the week of the Paris Ubby trial |
conference, with 5% of the overall newshole devoted to this topic. ]

Global warming

@ Interest: percent who followed this story most closely
‘The Scooter Libby trial - a complex,

#Coverage: percent of news caverage devpted to story

inside-the-Beltway story - has yet to News Interest vs. News Caverage
spark widespread interest among the ' Waek of January 22
public. Stories about the trial irag

accounted for 3-4% of the newshole Kidnapped boys

during the last two weeks of Busi's Sotl

January. The Libby trial has been
the top news story for just 1% of the
public, and fewer than 10% have
been following it very closely. The
public was much more intrigned
with the circumstances surrounding
the outing of CIA operative Valerie mCoverage: percent of news coverage devoted to story
Plame back in July 2005, when Karll — . R

Rove was still a central character.

2008 Campaign
Lebanon pratests i

Libby trial

& Interest: percent who followed this stery most closelyJ

Partisan Audiences and Evaluations

Mary of these stories have a political dimension, and as a result partisanship is linked to both interest

in the stories and evaluations of press coverage. Democrats have paid somewhat closer attention than Parly Gaps in the News*
Republicans to the 2008 presidential campaign. Democrats also express more interest than Bep Dem  Ind
7 3 : i ; Following very closely: % % %
Republicans in the global warming story and the Scooter Libby trial. brag Sttt % &
. . o . 2008 i
Republicans are highly eritical of the way the press has covered the Iraq war, About two-thirds of " Glob ;;T;:f:g :; ;: 28
Republicans who have been following the Iraq story say the press's coverage has been "only fair" or Libby trial 5 43 7
"poor;" this compares with.44% of Democrats. Republicans are less critical of press coverage of the 2008 Press coverage
campaign - 52% give the press low ratings vs. 36% of Democrats. : of iraq is..+
Exeellent/good 2 56 4
‘ ) Only fairfpoar 68 44 B4
} . ' Ban’t know ] 0 1
Who's Following Anna Nicole? 190 10 100
1t Press coverage g, f .
While most feel the Anna Nicole Smith story has been overcovered, 11% of Americans say they have ggiﬁ:n’”tf;;ﬂ st & 64 5
followed it more closely than anything else this past week. Women - especially younger women - are by Only fair/poor 52 3% 4
far the most interested in this story. Among women ages 18-49, 18% list Smith's death as the most Don’t know 1%0 1-30 1%&
interesting news story last week, placing it roughly on par with news about Irag (20%) and the
campaign (16%). By contrast, men over age 50 were the least intrigued by this story - just 2% rate news :’fx‘figﬂiﬁsﬁz‘&&:ﬁ story
about the former Playboy Playmate's death as the top story. Instead, clder men are the most focused on very/fakly closely,
Iraq; fully 44% rate it as the single story they followed most closely.
The gender gap in news interest is most extreme with i‘espect to news about Anna Nicole Smith's
death: of those who rated this as the story they followed most closely, 72% are women. Winter Gender, Age and News Interest
weather news also appealed more to women than men - 62% of the people who followed this most Women Men Women #en
closely are women. Not surprisingly, those who followed the Super Bow] more closely than any other Top Mews Story 1% 1-3;;9 MS%“- %—
news were predominantly male (61%), as is the core audience for Iraq news (57% male). traq 0 M3/ 44
Winter weather 25 14 17 12
N 208Campsign 16 12 9 13
Anna Micole Smith 18 9 13, 2
About the News Interest Index Super Bowd 716 0 10
Astronaut § ] 5 2
The News Interest Index is a weekly survey conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People & Other/DK 1%8 130% 1%% fgﬁ
the Press aimed at gauging the public's interest in and reaction to major news events, -

This project has been undertaken in conjunction with the Project for Excellence in Journalism's News Coverage Index, an ongoing content
analysis of the news. The News Coverage Index catalogues the news from top news organizations across five major sectors of the media:

2 0i 3 _ ' _ ' 10/2/2008 4:23 PM
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newspapers, network television, cable television, radio and the internet. Each week (from Sunday through Friday) PEJ will compile this data to
identify the top stories for the week. The News Interest Index survey will collect data from Friday through Monday to gauge public interest in the
most covered stories of the week.

Results for the weekly surveys are based on telephone interviews among a nationwide sample of approximately 1,000 adults, 18 years of age or
older, conducted under the direction of ORC (Opinion Research Corporation). For results based on the total sample, one can say with 95%
confidence that the error attributable to sampling is plus or minus 3.5 percentage points.

In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and praetical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error
or bias into the findings of opinion polls, and that results based on subgroups will have larger margins of error,

For more information about the Project for Excellence in Journalism's News Coverage Index, go to www.journalism.org.

See Other News Interest Index Reports

About the Pew Research Center for The People & The Press

The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press is an independent opinion research group that studies attitudes toward the press, politics
and public policy issues. We are sponsored by The Pew Charitable Trusts and are one of six projects that make up the Pew Research Center, a
nonpartisan “fact tank" that provides information on the issues, attitudes and trends shaping America and the world. :

The Center's purpose is to serve as a forum for ideas on the media and public policy through public opinion research. In this role it serves as an
important information resource for political leaders, journalists, scholars, and public interest organizations. All of our current survey results are
made available free of charge. T

All of the Center’s research and reports are collaborative products based on the input and analysis of the entire Center staff consisting of:

Andrew Kohut, Director

Scott Keeter, Director of Survey Research

Carroll Doherty and Michael Dimock, Associate Directors

Carolyn Funk, Richard Wike and Kim Parker, Senior Researchers

Nilanthi Samaranayake, Survey and Data Manager

April Clark, Juliana Menasce Horowitz, Robert Suls, Shawn Neidorf and Dan Cox, Research Associates:
James Albrittain, Executive Assistant
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Liberty Blue

"Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We have guided
missiles and misguided men." Martin Luther King Jr. (1929 - 1968),

Strength to Love, 1063

Vﬁednesday,February 21, 2007

Anna Nicole Smith VS Iraqg War

I know people are just fascinated with the bizarre events
surrounding the life and death of Anna Nicole Smith.

But aren't we losing some perspective here?

The death of her son was tragic, doubly so on the heels of
the birth of her baby girl. Her own death so socon
afterwards has ignited a media feeding frenzy, the likes of
which we haven't really seen on such a scale since the
disgusting 0.]. Simpson debacle, complete with much of
the same wall to wall coverage on nearly every major news
outlet.

And the judge is obviously milking it for all it's worth,
apparently with an eye towards becoming the next Judge
Judy. '

Meanwhile, the non-binding vote of Congress making a
symbolic stand opposing the Bush administration's blind
determination to send more of our troops into harm's way
has been reduced to an occasional blurb. The mounting
death toll in Iraq barely rates an honorable mention, and
the unbelievably pathetic attempt by the Bush
administration to spin Britain's planned withdrawal of their
troops as a positive thing gets a brief hashover by some
talking heads, as they rush to get back to discussing the
latest "breaking news' about the Anna Nicole Smith
legalities.

Can we please have a reality check here?

The simple solution to the Smith fiasco is obvious to
everyone except the judge, it seems. She bought bursial
plets in the Bahamas, buried her son there, and was pretty
damned open about her wish to be buried beside her son.
It doesn't matter what 'influence’ anyone had at that point.
The fact remains that she buried her son there and wanted
to be with him. Any mother with a heart could certainly
understand that. Why is it so hard for this damn judge to
comprehend such a simple thing?
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