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COURT CIRCUS AS BODY OF POOR ANNA ROTS AWAY

BYLINE: JENNIFER FERMINQO Post Correspondent
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FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - Anna Nicole Smith's boyfriend and her estranged mom faced off in a Florida
courtroom yesterday, testifying before a judge and national TV audience about their relationships with the
former model - and her overpowering grief in the days after losing her beloved son.

As the body of the once-voluptuous blond bombshell decayed in a local morgue, the contentious hearing
took on a circus-like atmosphere amid hoards of media - with Smith's lover and lawyer, Howard K. Stern,
describing how she was so distraught when her son, Daniel, 20, died suddenly, she wanted to be buried
alive with him.

Smith - berserk with grief at Daniel's Oct. 19 funeral - had undertakers open the casket so she could take
one last look, Stern said.

"She [Smith] was just inconsolable and hugging Daniel and grabbing on to him," Stern told a Broward
County probate court deciding who has the right to bury the former Playmate.

"She wanted to go down with Daniel right then. She said, 'If Daniel has to be buried, | want to be buried
with him!" It was very emotional.”

Stern, who wants Smith's body brought back to the Bahamas to be buried near Daniel, recalled one
heart-wrenching moment he said the pair shared after her son's death.

"She wanted me to look into how secure the ground plots were and whether bugs get to the body, be-
cause she and Daniel were afraid of bugs," the lawyer-turned-lover said.

Daniel died Sept. 10 in the Bahamas while visiting his mom, three days after she gave birth to a baby
girt.

"From the day that Daniel died, Anna honestly was never the same," Stern testified during a hearing that
was carried live by cable-TV news outlets.

"In a lot of ways, emotionally, she died when Daniel died. She initially would not accept Daniel was gone.
. . . It was the reason why she didn't want to bury him."

The model kept a framed, poster-sized picture of Daniel by her bed to torture herself about his death, the
boyfriend said.

"She cuddted with it in bed, in our hed, and would literally cry herself to sleep,” Stern testified. "This was
a consfant thing."

Stern claimed that Smith wanted nothing to do with her estranged mother, Virgie Arthur, who is fighting
him to bury her in her native Texas.
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Stern's lawyer, Krista Barth, played the tape of a vitriolic interview that Smith gave Oct. 28 to the syndi-
cated TV show "Entertainment Tonight" in which Smith ripped her mother.

Smith's upper lip quivers in anger as she says, "She [Arthur] won't touch my child, she won't touch me."

The Playmate was angry over comments Arthur had made that seemed to blame Smith and Stern for
Daniel's death.

"First of all, she's not my mother, she’s my birth mother. Second of all, she doesn't know me, she doesn't
know my son," a seething Smith said. "l will never speak to her again. Ever. If | do, it'll be under a trial and
jury. So bring it on, Mom. Mommy Dearest.”

Arthur gazed blankly, without emotion, at the courtroom TV screen as her husband, James Arthur, occa-
sionally put his hand on her shoulder.

Meanwhile, the Broward County medical examiner said in a courtroom speaker-phone call that Smith's
body is falling apart and might not survive a trip to the Bahamas, if that's where it is decided she will be bur-
jed.

"The viewing should be done this week, Saturday or before,” said Dr. Joshua Perper. "The best thing
would be to have the viewing in Broward County."

But Judge Larry Seidlin said that if the parties wanted to settle, he has friends - a local pro-sports owner
and a heart surgeon - who could give them a jet to transport the body.

"l had two jets ready to go this morning," said Seidlin - who, according to celebrity Web site TMZ, dreams
of landing a job as a judge on a TV courtroom show.

Neither side was willing to give an inch.
"Her body is deteriorating at a rapid pace,” the judge added, to no avail.

The rancor between both sides was palpable, taking a particularly bitter spin when Birkhead's lawyer,
Debra Opri, allegedly whispered something to Stern accusing him of killing Smith.

Barth immediately shouted to Seidlin, "Opri said that he killed Miss Smith!" The judge urged both sides to
tone it down.

During the hearing, the judge gave Stern and Barth wide latitude in relaying talks that Stern allegedly had
with Smith.

Such secondhand statements are usually not allowed into evidence, but Seidlin said he gave Stern the
green light to quote Smith freely because she can't testify for herself.

The judge said he can fairly decide what statements seem credible.
Stern said Smith openly talked about dying young.

"Anna, in a lot of ways, always thought she was going to die young. She said that she thought she was
going to be like Marilyn Monroe. So she thought she was going to die . . . at 36 or 37," Stern said.

Monroe died at age 36 in 1962.

"So we discussed it prior to that. She also thought she was going to die giving birth to Dannielynn,” Stern
said.
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"She talked about death, really, from the time that | met her."

Smith briefly considered burying Daniel near Monroe in Los Angeles before buying funeral plots in the
Bahamas, Stern said.

"[The Bahamas] was where she wanted to raise Dannielynn, and she wanted Daniel to be near her," he
said.

Stern's side suffered a blow when Seidlin said he'll have to consider who is really Dannielynn's father.
The judge said Dannielynn, under Florida law, is entitled to possession of her mom's remains.

But, as an infant, she can't possibly decide what to do, making her dad the one who gets control, Seidlin
said.

Stern is expected to testify again this week.

Arthur took the witness stand briefly yesterday and lamented how she couldn't keep Anna Nicole away
from undesirable friends.

"She got hooked up with the wrong crowd,"” the mom said.
Arthur insisted that she and her daughter got along, especially in the years just after Daniel's birth.

"We had a good relationship,” said Arthur, a cop from Harris County, Texas. "We got our hair done to-
gether. We get our nails done."

Stern's side entered into evidence Smith's 2001 will that left everything to Daniel.

But in contradicting language, the will - which wasn't updated after Daniel's death - also affords benefits
to Smith's "children," plural.

"Did she read this will?" said a skeptical Seidlin. "No woman in America would sign that."
LOAD-DATE: February 21, 2007
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GRAPHIC: -DRAMA: Howard K. Stern (left) at Florida court yesterday, where he went up against Anna
Nicole's mom, Virgie Arthur, and paternity-suit rival Larry Birkhead (right). Anna Nicole was so devastated by
the death of son Daniel Smith (below, left) that she wanted to be buried in his grave, Stern said. [Bauer-
Griffin; INFphoto.com; Lou Toman/SF Sun Sentinel; Splash News] -ANNA NICOLE SMITH. -DRAMA: How-
ard K, Stern (left) at Florida court yesterday, where he went up against Anna Nicole's mom, Virgie Arthur,
and paternity-suit rival Larry Birkhead (right). Anna Nicole was so devastated by the death of son Daniel
Smith (below, left) that she wanted to be buried in his grave, Stern said. [Bauer-Griffin; INFphoto.com: Lou
Toman/SF Sun Sentinel; Splash News]
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In death, Anna Nicole Smith has finally come closer to achieving her life's wish -- to become as famous
as her idol, Mariltyn Monroe.

On Tuesday, while lawyers on both coasts waged a lurid legal battle over her 5-month-old child and her
body, cable news networks went wall-to-wall with live coverage in a media frenzy reminiscent of the O.J.
Simpson trial.

But the biggest surprise came out of nowhere: Broward County Medical Examiner Joshua Perper inter-
rupted the proceedings in the Fort Lauderdale circuit courtroom of Judge Larry Seidlin with an extraordinary
celiphone call warning that the pinup's body was decomposing "much faster than expected," even after being
embalmed. The delay in embalming the body accelerated the deterioration, he said.

Further delay, he testified via speakerphone, "might create a problem.”

Blindsided by the news, the man fighting to bury Smith's body in the Bahamas -- her lawyer and lover
Howard K. Stern -- erupted in sobs on the witness stand.

Seidlin, who had been exchanging wisecracks with the lawyers for most of the day, moved to fast-track
the trial, which will enter its fifth day today at 9:30 a.m.

"The court is going fo render a decision by the end of this week," he declared. "That's all. Let the chips
fall where they may."

He then cut off testimony by Smith's estranged mother, Vergie Arthur, who wants to bury her daughter
back home in Texas, and offered to procure a private jet to fly Stern back to the Bahamas, as long as he re-
turned to Fort Lauderdale today. Left hanging was Los Angeles photographer Larry Birkhead, who like Stern
claims to be the father of Smith's baby girl, Dannielynn.

But even as Stern and Birkhead met face-to-face in Fort Lauderdale, their lawyers were locked in an-
other battle over paternity in L.A. There, the judge refused to relinquish the case, meaning that the coast-to-
coast wrangling will continue. Ultimately, courts in the Bahamas also may get involved.

The strange back story

The developments were just the latest in a string of bizarre events that began when Smith announced
she was pregnant and, with Stern, moved to the Bahamas to give birth, even as Birkhead went on national
TV to claim he was the father.
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Three days after Dannielynn was born, Smith's 20-year-old son, Daniel, died in her hospital room of an
alleged drug cocktail that included methadone, sending Smith spinning out of control.

According to Stern, the 39-year-old blond bombshell was so grief-stricken that she demanded that his
casket be opened and threw herself over her son's body, wailing, "If Daniel has to be buried, | want to be
buried with him."

Stern said Smith was obsessed with another pinup, Marilyn Monroe, and seemed to have a death wish,
believing that she would die at a young age, just like Monroe.

"She talked about death, really, from the time that | met her," he said.

As the war over paternity waged, and as she buried her son in the Bahamas, Smith traveled to the
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino in Hollywood, where, on Feb. 8, she was found unconscious and not
breathing in her suite. Paramedics reportedly found prescription drugs in the room.

She was later pronounced dead and toxicology tests are under way to determine the cause. The results
are expected in a matter of weeks.

At first news of her death, a media frenzy erupted, and reports have surfaced that her refrigerator in the
Bahamas contained a large bottle of methadone. A doctor in California who allegedly prescribed the medica-
tion while she was eight months pregnant is now under investigation by the California Board of Medicine. He
says he did nothing wrong. Other men, including Zsa Zsa Gabor's husband, also have claimed they could be
the father of Dannielynn.

Lawyers show will

He also testified that Smith had barely spoken to her mother in 12 years and that the last place in the
world she would want to be buried would be in Texas.

Shortly after Daniel's death, Stern and Smith were "married" in a commitment ceremony that Stern ad-
mitted was not legal in the Bahamas.

He said the two had planned to make the marriage official.

"We were supposed to do if this week," he said.
He said Smith was "my best friend, lover, the mother of my daughter — everything to me."
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On cross-examination, one of the opposing lawyers asked Stern whether it was ethical for a lawyer "to
have sexual relations with his client.” Stern's attorney angrily objected to the question and the judge refused
to let him answer.

Birkhead and Smith's mother reject Stern's claims, and raised suspicions about him being at the center
of the deaths of Daniel and Smith.

Smith's mother testified that she and her daughter got along well, and that she raised her daughter's son,
Daniel, for the first seven years of his life while Smith worked as a stripper, then became a Playboy pinup.

Asked what caused them to be estranged, she said, "Drugs.”
mark_schwed@pbpost.com
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1. (C) J.PAT CARTER/The Associated Press Larry Birkhead, Anna Nicole Smith's one-time lover and possi-
bly the father of her daughter, is besieged by reporters Tuesday in Fort Lauderdale. 2. (C) Anna Nicole Smith
{mug) Dispute over her body, child continues in courts. 3. (C) Photos by LOU TOMAN/The Associated Press
Vergie Arthur, Anna Nicole Smith's mother, 4. (C) and Howard K. Stern, her boyfriend, are in court to de-
termine where Smith should be buried. 5. (B&W) Associated Press File Photo 2004: Anna Nicole Smith with
son, Daniel, who died last year.
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Smith wanted Bahamas burial

Smith was his' 1,.his mea P j g
tween the lines. Nobody knows what Smith ex-boytoy Larry Birkhead said in L.A., at least at this writing,
because that one was a closed hearing. But back in the state appropriately nicknamed God's Waiting Room,
Stern said Smith wanted to be buried in the Bahamas, next to her son, Daniel, who died just days after his
sister, Dannielynn, was born. But Stern admitted that the island was their second choice. She reportedly
wanted to be next to Marilyn Monroe, but that was "prohibitively expensive." The topic apparently arose be-
cause of Daniel's death at the age of 20. But the most interesting thing so far is a report on TMZ.com: Seems
the Florida judge, Larry Seidlin, is compiling a demo tape in a bid to become the next TV judge. To return to
my original thought, may | suggest that his show opens with "Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, defen-
dants of ail ages . . ."

Back to the future: America's leading train wreck - and the girl voted Most Likely to Follow Anna Nicole
Into Obliv- ion - is back in rehab. The Web site TMZ.com said that bowing to pressure from her family, the
newly shorn Britney Spears has checked into an in-patient facility in La-La Land. Let's hope she beats her
previous record and is still in by the time you read this over your morning cornflakes.

Pressuring the quarterback: Tom Brady's Eagle Scout reputation is taking a beating right now because of
the revelation that his ex, actress Bridget Moynahan, is three months pregnant. So what does a good quar-
terback do in the face of a blitz? Either a quick out (Hel-lo, Gisele Bundchen) or a screen. An anonymous
Brady backer is hinting to the New York Post that Moynahan, his senior by seven years, got pregnant on
purpose. And she didn't even tell him she was going to go public with the announcement. "She is 36, wanted
a baby and Tom was dumping her. It's a little suspicious,” said the friend. Ah, but Moynahan has her offen-
sive line, too, castigating him for breaking up with her after learning she was pregnant, then quickly falling in
with Bundchen. As one of Moynahan's pals said, "“Who's the gross one here?" Uh, both of you?

They're not all looney: In the icky light cast by the antics of your Britney Spearses, your Lindsay Lohans,
and yes, even your cherubic Tom Bradys, it's nice to know some folks who make it big are just plain good
people. Jennifer Hudson, who's up for a best supporting actress Academy Award, has her own way of cele-
brating. "I don't do clubs. | don't drink. | don't smoke,” Hudson said at her Progressive Baptist Church on Chi-
cago's South Side Monday night. "I'm not having no club party; | better have a praise party." The comment
came at a gospel concert called "An Evening of Praise with Jennifer Hudson.” Consider this a line of praise
FOR Jennifer Hudson.



Case 0:07-cv-60534-WPD  Dg€ument 205-19  Entered on FLSD @C_ket 10/04/2008 Page 8 of 22
7. — Page 606

e

PEOPLE WATCH Plain Dealer (Cleveland) February 21, 2007 Wednesday

And finally: Hey, if you guys aren't doing anything Friday night, swing by the Last Stop Inn at 6200 State
Road in Parma between 7 and 11 p.m. !'ll be behind the bar for a Celebrity Bartender Contest. Winner gets
$500 for bringing in the most customers. Much as | could use the bucks - | mean, have you seen how much
Britney's shorn iocks are going for? - it'll all go to charity if | win. And no, Charity is not my daughter's middle
name,

This column gleans from wire and Internet reports. To reach Chuck Yarborough: cyarbor-
ough@plaind.com, 216-999-4534

Previous columns online: cleveland.com/columns
LOAD-DATE: February 22, 2007
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

GRAPHIC: LOU TOMAN ASSOCIATED PRESS Broward County Circuit Court Judge Larry Seidlin, who's
hearing the Anna Nicole Smith case, apparently thinks he is ready for his close-up.
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The drawn-out fegal battle over Anna Nicole Smith's remains took an odd twist Tuesday, with the Bro-
ward County medical examiner warning that unless hearings conclude this week, her embalmed body may
not be suitable for viewing.

Broward Circuit Judge Larry Seidlin interrupted testimony from Smith's attorney and longtime companion,
Howard K. Stern, to take Dr. Joshua Perper's call.

"If the body is to be viewed, it must be done this week, Saturday or before,” Perper said. "If it is next
week, they cannot guarantee that there won't be changes o affect the deceased, especially to her face.”

Stern wants to bury Smith beside her son in the Bahamas. He is squaring off with Smith’s estranged
mother, Virgie Arthur, who wants to take Smith to her native Texas. Tuesday marked day four in their legal
battle.

Perper's call brought sudden expediency to the case. Seidlinmotored through witness testimony, cutting
attorneys short on cross-examination and declaring: "I'm running out of clock."

Seidlin vowed to make a decision by the end of the week.

Hordes of national news media have pitched camp in front of the Broward County Courthouse. In the
courtroom, almost 20 attorneys representing the three parties -- Stern, Arthur and Smith's ex-boyfriend, Larry
Birkhead - packed the courtroom.

Smith's father, Donald Eugene Hogan, sat in a back row.

The judge heard Stern testify about Smith's final burial wish. He watched a video recording of an inter-
view shortly before Smith's death in which she disparaged her relationship with her mother, vowing: "She'll
never touch my child.” And the judge heard from Arthur, who said she had a healthy relationship with her
daughter until Smith started using drugs about 12 years ago.

Smith, 39, died Feb. 8 after she was found unconscious in her room at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel in
Hollywood. The cause of her death has not been determined.

Three men are legally claiming to be father of Smith's 5-month-old daughter, Dannielynn. Stern is listed
as the girl's father on a birth certificate. Birkhead, a Los Angeles photographer, has a pending paternity case
in California, and most recently, Zsa Zsa Gabor's husband, Prince Frederic von Anhalt, filed a paternity claim
in Santa Monica, Calif.

Dannielynn's court-appointed attorney, Richard Milstein, told the judge that the child, as next of kin, holds
the right to determine where Smith should be buried. Absent a guardian, he said it would be beneficial to
learn the father's identity.

In 1994, Smith married oil tycoon J. Howard Marshall i1, 89. His death a year later sparked a fight be-
tween Smith and Marshall's family over his estimated $500 million fortune.
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Stern said he met Smith in 1996, while she was litigating Marshall's estate. He said their relationship be-
came intimate, although not exclusive, in 2000. By 2002, she was his sole client.

“She was my best friend, lover, the mother of my daughter," Stern said, appearing sullen on the witness
stand. "She was everything to me, literally everything. She was my whole world."

Smith shared a unique bond with her son, Daniel Wayne Smith, he said. "In a lot of ways they grew up
together," Stern said. "They were friends as well as mother and son."

After Daniel Wayne Smith's unexpected Sept. 10 death at age 20, Smith was inconsolable, Stern said.
He died in Smith's hospital room, three days after she gave birth to Dannielynn.

Smith put a lot of thought into Daniel's burial, Stern said, ultimately deciding on a four-person Bahamian
plot that was intended to be a final resting place for the entire family.

"Anna was very firm, very firm, that the Bahamas was her home," Stern said. "l's where she wanted to
raise Dannielynn, and she wanted Daniel to be near her.”

Stern's attorneys, to bolster their position that Smith was estranged from her mother, showed the judge a
segment of an Enterfainment Tonight interview.

"She's not my mother. She doesn’t know me. She doesn't know my son," slurred the platinum-blond star-
let.

As Smith tearfully spoke of "beatings, whippings and the rape," Virgie Arthur watched in silence. Her
husband, James Arthur, rubbed her right shoulder.

"I will never speak to her again, ever," Smith seethed.
Next, Arthur took the witness stand.

The retired sheriff's officer told the judge that her relationship with her daughter soured when Smith be-
gan taking drugs about 12 years ago.

Birkhead, 32, who was present in court Tuesday along with a team of lawyers, will likely testify on Ar-
thur's behalf in coming days.

Birkhead's Los Angeles-based attorney, Debra Opri, portrayed Stern as an enabler who isolated Smith
from family and friends.

“[Dannielynn] is coming out of an environment that is not safe," Opri said. "We believe it is a drug envi-
ronment. Dannielynn is a victim, and Larry Birkhead is fighting for her life."

Opri trumpeted a Tuesday decision by a California judge, who ordered that Dannielynn must be submit-
ted for DNA testing and samples of Smith’s DNA must be turned over to a DNA specialist hired by Birkhead.

"We have two-thirds of the pie," Opri said.
Tonya Alanez can be reached at tealanez@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4542.
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STERN'S ATTORNEY: Krista Barth addresses Judge Larry Seidlin on behalf of her client, Howard K. Stern.
Staff photos/Lou Toman
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