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BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) We're gonna take you into the Anna Nicole here in, and right now, in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida. The judge is making some comments right now. We're gonna listen in here what he's saying.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

In order for me to accept the case, the judge has to relinquish it. | never went in to ask him to relinguish
it. | kept everyone here, though. | kept everything here, because | made it easier for you all.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

Just for the record, though, we...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Yes.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

...need to say that, you know, your honor, did hear evidence about the temporary emergency injunction
and vacated it as - they were through with it?

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Well, they were through that.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

So, their pending motion is the one that's {inaudible)...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Those pending motions, you're gonna go in front of my good friend...
KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

(Inaudible), okay, perhaps...
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NANCY HAAS (LARRY BIRKHEAD'S ATTORNEY)

And that, that was our desire, your honor, (inaudible)...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
..you're gonna go in front of my good friend, my colleague. He's been next to (inaudible).
KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

You came through, you came through, | thank you.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
You, you sort of knew | was gonna go there, but | want...

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

I know.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

.| didn't want you running around. | didn't want you running around the building like a chicken without a
head. What's insensitive, but | kept everyone here, it was better. There's a method fo what | was doing. So,
when [ entered this final proposai, which I'm really gonna do in a few minutes, I'm done. | have relinquished
jurisdiction, And I - I'm fashioning a remedy, I'm still, it's, it's evolving, it's evolving. But | - 'm gonna try to
satisfy everybody, but I'm just telling you, mama, | feel for you. | absolutely fee! for you. [ feel for you. You
know | listened to you. You know, they paint these pictures until you talked to a person. Now | never read
any of this stuff and never saw it on TV, or anything like that. I, | want, here's my, Dr. Perper. You know, you
know, when | - | told you I'd be calling you. You didn't, yeah.

ATTORNEY (MALE)
Sure, Your Honor.
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

When | pronounce the, the final resolution to this case, | want you to understand that I've reviewed abso-
lutely everything. | have suffered with this. | have struggled with this. | have shed tears for your, your little girl
and your, and your grandchild. But | hope, because I'll tell you something, in the old days, I'd be banging
some heads together. | mean it. You all really should do the right thing by this - Dannielynn. You should get
into a jurisdiction immediately, and have every, you two are the primary potentials here, to submit to a DNA,
and find out who the father is. It's enough baloney here. It's enough baloney. You know, it's - if you were
alone in my chambers, | teil you, oh. My blood pressure would go up, but thank Ged it's, it's okay.

GRAPHICS: AWAITING JUDGE'S RULING IN SMITH CASE
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

But, I, 1, you know, I'd - I'd walk into this building, really, at age 26 as a kid. | was a stranger in a strange
land. And |, | always thought I'd leave at 56, you stay 30 years. And | wanted to walk out of here, what? See,
it's true. I wanted to walk out of there, standing up. Standing erect. Not, 1 kid around with my friends and fam-
ily, | don't wanna be carried out of here like it happened to you, Texas, for a minute. No, no, |, | wanted to
walk out of here healthy. 1 wanted to walk out of here at 56, healthy. You understand? | wanted to feel good.
This thing worn me out, I'm gonna take a while to regenerate, and we all, we all cried for her. You know we
were in the chambers, you - you all had me crying. | gotta look tough, mama.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

But you know, this gets to me, too. And - and we cried for her, we had a service here. We did everything
here. We had a service for her, all of us, here, today, and all the other days. And | ran away from services. |
can't stand going on a funeral. | can't stand talking about that, even though we're in probate we - we do con-
tested wills and trusts and guardianships. | don't get in to the death part of it. I'm frying to stay alive, you
know. Well, that's another subject. So | was supposed to leave here July '06. | don't think my wife wants me
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to come home. | got a little baby. This, this is the case. This is the one | resolve. Do you, | don't have your
proposed final judgment.

ATTORNEY (MALE)
Your honor, the clerk is making (inaudible) because | was editing it while you're speaking.
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

I did a lot of talking. You know, the more you talk in this business, the worse off you are really. The less
you say, the better. | mean, | knew that from the beginning. But the truth be known, | wanted you to all know,
you three parties, because that's the only ones I'm really interested in. | mean, [ wanted to always freat the
lawyers well, but | wanted you to know the way | was thinking. | even stopped at times to try in each morning,
I tried to bring us to where we were at. | may have bored you but | wanted at least let you know what | was
thinking. | don't know if you will ever be in the same room again.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

I'don't know if you ever will be. But in the old days, | wouldn't have let you go. | really, | would've never let
you guys all go unless | wrap this whole thing, unless | have wrapped it all up. But | can't, | can't wrap it up.
And I'm not gonna talk about this case ever again. I'm gonna ask Dr. Perper to wait here. I'm gonna have a
final resolution. I'm trying to cut it as equitable, equitably as I can. But what worries me, and I'm not letting the
cat out in the bag, but what worries me is the boy, Danny, already is in the grave. He's in the Bahamas.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT) (CONTINUED)

It could have been San Francisco. It could have been the Bronx. He's in the Bahamas. And |, | get
around these places, you know, |, | travel. | talk to everybody that's why | bring my in-laws with me because |
- | know my wife will be yelling that I'm not taking care of the kids. And [ talk to everybody and the way | talk
to you is the way | am. Do you understand? And | don't know how long it'll take in the Bahamas if you were to
go on that mission. Does it make sense? That's something you'll talk to your lawyers, But | was concerned
about Danny.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

He's, he's in the ground in, in the Bahamas. And Nicole wants to be in that ground. But ! think what I'm
gonna do and I've been thinking about it, and I didn't come to any conclusions than now, until right now. But
I'm trying to figure out how i can, in a spiritual sense, bring it all together. Now, the Supreme Court of Florida
says justice is not perfect. It's what - it's what is reasonable. It's what is reasonable. And when you leave a
court of law, you try to get, you try to get a reasonable result. It's not perfect. If's what's reasonable and equi-
table. And | don't know if any court will really review my decision today. | sat here. | heard absolutely every-
thing. | request that you all stay here and that in the next 15 minutes, I'm genna be back.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

I'm gonna pronounce the disposition to this case. And | hope when you hear it, you'll handle it with the
respect and dignity that Anna Nicole Smith would want. | hope when you hear it, you'll handle it so that little
Dannielynn can have this respect in the future because | think she'll look at these proceedings, they'll be
available. | think we all handle ourselves pretty well. | think there was a lot of he said, she said. And | think
there's reasons why these things were said. All right. You want a decision. You don't want any more talk. I'm
gonna, I'm gonna go back there and I'm gonna review this. And we'll see you in, in about 15 minutes.

COURT CLERK (FEMALE)

Court stands in recess for 15 minutes.

ATTORNEY (MALE)

Your honor, if | might...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Yes.
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ATTORNEY (MALE)

Our brief is on its way. We understood (inaudible) 4:00...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
| don't need it.

ATTORNEY (MALE)

I don't mean brief proposed order.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

| don't need it. | don't need it. Your request for an extension of time is denied. Doc, you'll stay with me
right here. Thanks.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And there you witnessed what was, to many, a surprising move, the Judge coming in, in the
Anna Nicole Smith trial and saying that he's gonna make an announcement today. Now, just earlier today,
we were talking about how would, most people would've not expected him to come out even tornorrow when
he set his limit. But he said within the next 15 minutes that he will have a decision as to what to do with Anna
Nicole's remains. Obviously, he's still the character that everyone described him as. You saw him get emo-
tional at some point and say that he would like this resolved and will come to a decision shortly. So we will
bring you to that when that happens probably around 4:00. We will also bring on Jeffrey Kofman from ABC
who's been following the trial from inside the courtroom. I'm sure he's got a lot to say. So stay tuned with us
at ABC News Now.

COMMERCIAL BREAK
BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover} And as he said he was gonna take 15 minutes and come back with the decision. We're as-
suming that's what he's about to give so let's listen back in to the Anna Nicole Smith trial and Judge Seidlin.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

I'm gonna read the essence of, of my disposition concerning this. [ want it to be crystal clear for us that |,
once this order is signed, you're all done with me. I've relinquished jurisdiction to a judge. It's indicated he
wants to handle the rest of this case. |, | had a conversation with them and he indicates he wants the case,
and, and he's a fine judge and you'll get him up to speed I'm sure.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

Thank you, your honor. We appreciate it.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Right.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

We appreciate (inaudible).

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

| kept you here for many reasons. | might be able to read it without glasses. | - | hope when it's read
we're dignified. | hope when it's read we're dignified and we keep our cool. What's that? Oh, | got a it. Yeah. |
was just, it's still vague. Oh. The court and the participants in the matter, I'm just the reading the highlight of
the conclusion. There's a lot mare to it. But I'm just giving you the conclusion. You wanna read or how | get
there of course. The court and its participants in the matter before, before I've taken a long journey in a very
compressed period of time. Although a host of matters have been touched on and a multiple issues have
been raised, there is only one issue - to decide, who is entitled to the custody of the remains of Anna - Nicole
Smith? There could be only one proper and equitable answer to that question.
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JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Dannielynn, Anna Nicole's only child and heir and next to kin, therefore base on the court's review and
analysis of, of argument, testimony and materials presented to it, the court orders and the judges as follows:
Dannielynn's motion is granted. Stern's verified petition is denied. Arthur's motion to deny, to dismiss is de-
nied as mutt. Arthur's cross petition is denied. Richard Milstein, Esquire as a guardian ad litem for Dannie-
lynn Hope Marshall Stern is what a custody of the remains of Anna Nicole Smith. All right. The Broward
County medical examiner is ordered to release those remains to Milstein in accordance with Milstein's direc-
tives.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

But here's where, Milstein is directed to consult with Arthur, Birkhead and Stern with respect to the dis-
position of Anna Nicole Smith's remains. However, the manna, means and all aspects on handling of those
remains from their release by the Broward medical examiner to the final internment or with Milstein's sole
and absolute discretion as guided by the best interest of Dannielynn Stern. You read it. But | - | want her bur-
ied, | want her buried with her son.

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

Yeah.

GRAPHICS: JUDGE RULES FOR BAHAMA BURIAL

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

I want her, there's no, there's no shouting. This is not, this is not a happy moement. | want her buried with
her son in the Bahamas, | want them to be together.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

You know she had to live all her years under this kind of exposure. | just got a, a week in a half of it and
it's ready to flatten me down. She's gonna be with her son. She's gonna have her son next to her, | wanna
just make one comment. |, | appreciate the help | received from all the lawyers. | appreciate your help. | ap-
preciate the direction you gave me. And | appreciate the respect you showed the court in the state of Florida.
I have no longer any jurisdiction to Milstein's hands. He's in charge with, and Dr. Perper is gonna help. Dr.
Perper said he'd fly with him to the Bahamas. And the sheriff's department's indicated they're gonna help,
and they're gonna work out the logistics and the details with mother, with mother and the two gentlemen
here. And | hope that God, you guys, give the kid the right shot. | sign this order effective almost 4:00. It's a
long order. It's a long order.

GRAPHICS: DANNIELYNN'S GUARDIAN TO DECIDE BURIAL
KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

Judge, (inaudible) entered we have made an agreement on the record the other day that the DNA sam-
ples being retained until there's a disposition with regard to that matter. We would like an order signed to that
if that, so that the samples don't go with the body.

ATTORNEY (FEMALE)

We have no objection. They maybe maintained by the Broward County...
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Fine.

ATTORNEY (FEMALE)

...Medical Examiner until further order of the appropriate (inaudible).
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

And ! want it to be clear. I've completed all my tasks in this case. | was prepared to handle any other
tasks, but I've completed all my tasks, and...
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DEBRA OPRI| (LARRY BIRKHEAD'S ATTORNEY)

Thank you.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

...Godspeed everyone.

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)
Your honor, let me ask for one more favor.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Yes?

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)

As you completed your task, you've given us a, a major (inaudible). And 1 ask if we could continue to use
this courtroom and chambers...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Absolutely.

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)
...80 that | could meet with the parties today.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

No, | never felt those chambers...

DEBRA OPRI (LARRY BIRKHEAD'S ATTORNEY)

Oh, thanks.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Have a seat. | always felt those chambers belong to the public and the attorneys. Whenever they came
in they were able to use them and | think attorney has, it demonstrated that. You know, | felt that it was like
my living room but you share with it. It's my home and you come in and participate in it. Therefore, this court-
room is yours. My chambers are yours. Anything you need to make this work is yours.

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)
I would ask for the courtroom to be cleared soon and the parties are to remain that we could talk please.
ATTORNEY (MALE)

Your, honor...

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

Yes.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

{Inaudible) you wanna remain here and close everyone out?

KRISTA BARTH (HOWARD K STERN'S ATTORNEY)

We agree. We agree.

COURT OFFICIAL (MALE)

Yes, Your Honor.

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)

Your honor, | go to see you in courtroom, noe microphones to...
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ATTORNEY (MALE)

It wouid be included.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
You're gonna stay.

ATTORNEY {MALE)

Before we're gonna have a discussion we need, need to make a...
JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
What's today's date?

COURT CLERK (FEMALE)

February 22nd.

ATTORNEY (MALE)

-..no need to make, (inaudible).

RICHARD MILSTEIN (APPOINTED GUARDIAN AD LITEM, AKERMAN SENTERFITT)
Right. Right.

DEBRA OPRI{LARRY BIRKHEAD'S ATTORNEY)

No, no. Not in here,

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)

|, I direct to sheriff's department (inaudible) you've been great for me. You've been always been great for
me. Empty out of the room. What's the date today?

COURT OFFICIAL {(FEMALE)

This court's stands adjourned.

JOHN G'QUINN (VIRGIE ARTHUR'S ATTORNEY)

Your, honor. Your, honor.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Yes?

JOHN O'QUINN (VIRGIE ARTHUR'S ATTORNEY)

I (inaudible) if we could appeal? | know we could appeal.

JUDGE LARRY SEIDLIN (BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT)
Yes. Does she want to appeal? Why won't you ask her? Why won't you ask her?
ATTORNEY (MALE)

(Inaudible) she wants to appeal (inaudible).

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And there you just withessed, the rather emotional Judge Seidlin. Basically award rights for
Anna Nicole Smith to be buried in the Bahamas with her son, next to her son. He did, however, grant custody
to the guardian of her child, the baby Dannielynn. So to break all of these down we've got Jeffrey Kofman on
the phone with us. He was there. He witnessed it all. Jeffrey?

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) What a wrenching and too...
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BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Shocking.

GRAPHICS: ON THE PHONE
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) ...a wrenching trial court case. It's just incredible, you know, you couldn't script something
like this quite dramatically including the teary judge giving his, his decision. You know, in one, on one way he
tried to be solemn and he couldn't because the parties are too far apart. Like, he has awarded the custody to
none of them. He had given the custody's to those of the baby's guardian, and the medical examiner for
Broward Country will fly to the Bahamas. But the Bahamas is the key and in many ways, you know, on initial
reflection it seems that, that Howard K. Stern got what he wanted. Because he was the one who wanted the
body to go to the Bahamas.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) He doesn't get to oversee the funeral and the burial but presumably his argument was that
that Anna Nicole Smith wanted to be buried next to her son in the Bahamas. The mother who hadn't seen
her daughter since 1995 or '96 was determined to take her daughter's body back to Texas. She is not going
to have her way. Now, there could be an appeal in all of these but obviously time is of the essence.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And she wanted the son actually, exhumed his body as well and sent back to Texas. |
wanna start at the top, and the first thing being, Jeffrey, is we were joking about the probability that this
wouldn't end tomorrow and all these about 30 minutes ago we got word that the judge was coming in. Why
do we think he came to this hasty decision now?

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

{Voiceover) Well, |, 1 think all of the, all of the witnesses ended up discrediting themselves than one an-
other. And, and, I think there was no, no, no one's hands in this are - can, can be said to be completely
clean. The issue of, of threat, of money, of motive came into all of them and discredit them all, and that, and
that's also would be why he clearly decided not to let anyone of the three parties, the mother, the companion,
Howard K. Stern, the ex-lover, who claims to be the father of the daughter, Larry Birkhead. None of them
get possession of the body.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) The, the guardian of the child, Richard Milstein, a lawyer here in, in Florida, will, will get cus-
tody of the body in order to take it to the Bahamas for burial. And, and, you know, the problem the judge says
was every time he thought he knew who - who should get it, you could see him. There was a point yesterday
when it looked like he was siding with the mother. And then the mother did this crazy thing and went off with
the tabloid reporter to, for a, for a viewing of the body, what was meant to be a private secret moment. That
was the press wants to be part of. And and she came back, and he was clearly distressed to see that kind of
behavior.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Mm-hmm.
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And - and it really undermined her credibility and her sense that she was just {(inaudible) for
her daughter, taking a tabloid reporter with her on - on a journey like that. And, and so he really couldn't do
anything. But, you know, from the beginning, this has really been a, a question of intent. She didn't leave in-
structions in her will as to what she wants with her body. So she has just...

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
{Voiceover) And the judge took issue with that as well, didn't he?
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JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, he had to decide what she would have wanted. That's really what a, in a, probate law-
yers we've talked fo all along have, that's really the only issue here. Nothing in the will, what would she
wanted, what would be the correct thing, in, in her, in her absence to do with her body. And she had bought a
plot in the Bahamas. There was a certificate. Her, her son is buried there. It really wasn't that complicated.
The probate lawyers that I've talked to, | was just talking to one a little while ago, and she told me, 'You
know, | don't understand why is this taking so long. This could have been done in a day."

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) The evidence was - is all - points to intent. And intent was burial in the Bahamas. That's what
he decided. Clearly, he's trying to avoid any more acrimony by taking the, the funeral arrangement out of the
hands of any of these three warring parties. But in the end, he took it over a week to come to a conclusion
that, that at least somewhere is believed, it could have been arrive that much, much faster with much less
theater.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
{Voiceover) Right. And it look...
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) It's (inaudible). Let's talk about that theater for a minute, Bianna, | mean, incredible. You
know, he's tears the end. | can't remember seeing a judge cry in the courtroom.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Now, did we actually see tears or did we just hear choking up?
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, | mean, you know, - you can, you can put - but he was choked up to the point of tears. |
mean, he - he was getting very emotional there. And, and, you know, this was really, this guy has invested a
lot. | mean, he's easy to make fun of it. A iot of people do. And, and, you know, it's hard not to laugh out of it
as well as with him. But he - clearly felt the pain of this, of this issue and, and, he carries it with him right to
the end. And, you know, talk about, Anna Nicole Smith lived in a spotlight, she savored the spotlight. In fact,
her life was all about this kind of empty celebrity and attention simply because she was a celebrity. And, and,
you know, how ironic that in her death this continued exactly as she live.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, well, in her death, look how many celebrities have come out of it as well, pseudo-
celebrities anything. You're talking about appeals and that it seems like ali, at least one or two sides will
make an appeal and | think we heard briefly, at least the judge asking her and some of the lawyers asking
about appeai. How long do we have for an appeal? | mean, the body is deteriorating rapidly.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

{Voiceover) Well, you know, |, I, we don't know about appeals, yet, you know, I'm not in the court room
right now so | can't tell you. But | think that the issues is gonna have to be dealt with. It would have to be an
emergency application because presumably, given the, the state of the body and given the need to, to bury it
quickly, this is not something that can be dragged on for days. The - the appeal would probably have to he
heard in an emergency hearing tomorrow or, or Saturday. | don't know, you know, anybody's - this case has
been so full of surprises and twist and turns. Maybe, maybe there'll be an appeal or maybe not. But, but, for
now, the body goes in the guardian's hands to the Bahamas, and she is buried next to her son.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) And at...
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)
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(Voiceover) Ultimately, Howard K. Stern does get to say, ‘This is what | wanted." And, and Virgie Arthur,
the mother, and, and Larry Birkhead, who is the, the so-called ex-lover and claims to be the father of the 6-
month-old child who is in Stern's possession, does not get what he wants. But, you know, this is just the first
of any case. There's an issue of custody ahead. And, and the judge had some interesting to say. He, in, in
his kind of dramatic flair he said, "You know, you guys should take this paternity test then settle this once and
for all. This is not," and he, he really got very angry and emotional. He said, 'l can't order that. This isn't my
court. It's not my jurisdiction, but this is what you should do. And, and stop this kind of craziness.”

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And with regards to the baby, Dannielynn, being assigned a guardian, she is physically in
the custody or at least the supervision of Howard K. Stern now, right? | mean, he is in the courtroom but the
baby is in the Bahamas.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, that's right, | mean, this is the, the curious and bizarre thing about this curious and bi-
zarre case.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, my question, my question | wanted to ask you about the whole guardian is the reason
the baby has been appointed a guardian is because we don't have actual verifications as to who the father is
right now?

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) That is certainly, yes, |, clearly because there's some ambiguity. And, and to make sure that
the baby's interest as, as the potential heir. And, and that the only heir that - baby's interest are represented
in the, in the burial issue as well as other issue.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Well...
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) But, but, you know, the guardian's issue, the guardian really doesn't have authority once he
leaves the United States. | mean, this is an issue for the courts in the Bahamas. The baby was born in the
Bahamas. We haven't been able to establish whether the baby has an American passport or a Bahamian
passport. But, and, and that could - could factor into it. But, ultimately, the paternity issue goes under Baha-
mian law. And it's our understanding. It's quite a complicated legal system that, that it's not simply a matter of
DNA. And so Howard K. Stern, if he's not the actual father, could still have paternity rights in the Bahamas.
But that's going to involve another messy court case in that country. And, you know, the Anna Nicole Smith
saga continues in her death and this is really only chapter one of the death saga for her.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, it's gonna be a long novel. You were in the courtroom all day. We weren't covering it
live.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And let me correct you. Let, let me correct you because | don't wanna misrepresent, | was
not. I've been watching it on a monitor.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

{Voiceover) Okay. Well, you've been watching it and we have not been watching it to the extent that we
did yesterday. Can you tell us, there was talk about the, and the judge brought it up as well that Virgie Ar-
thur's lawyer fell or he passed out or what happened in the courtroom today?

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)
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(Voiceover) Well, this is what | mean about the kind of bizarre twist and turns that you couldn't script in a
novel. He - got weak-kneed and he fell over and apparently, he's diabetic. And he just, his - sugars were low
and he needed a glass of orange juice or some influent to - provide him. But, you know, it was just one of
those gasping moments in this, in this so dramatic and melodramatic court case. But, you know, what was
really interesting and more significant was that Virgie Arthur's side called two witnesses to their, to argue her
case for taking the baby to, or the body rather, to Texas. And in both cases, the witness actually said that
they would, that really what should happen in this case and what Anna Nicole Smith wanted was to be buried
in the Bahamas. One of those was the father - of Daniel Smith, that is the son of Anna Nicole who died last
fall. | know this gets very complicated, so stop me if I'm, if you need a flowchart here.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) No, I think, | think we're getting it slowly but surely.
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) But what the point is they called him, so let me just tell what happened on the phone in
Texas. They called the man who fathered Daniel Smith, the son who died 20 years ago, and said...

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
{Voiceover) Anna Nicole's ex-husband.
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) That's right. And he was meant to argue with, | mean, Virgie Arthur's lawyers hoped that he
would say that Anna Nicole should come to, come and be buried in Texas. And he actuaily said, | think she
should be buried next to her son in the Bahamas. And, you know - when that happened to one of your wit-
nesses, it really undermines. But | think it was already a closed case. | mean, | think the judge had already
made up his mind earlier in the day if not, yesterday that, that this, that the Bahamas was the only logical
conclusion for this.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Well, Jeffrey...
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Of course, you know, what's going to happen. | know if you've ever heard of the Jim Morri-
son grave in Paris, in the famous cemetery in Paris, Pere Lachaise, but it become kind of a cold pilgrimage
to go to the Jim Morrison's grave...

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
{Voiceover) Yes.
JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And you got to wonder whether Anna Nicole Smith's grave and that kind of celebrity and
fashion, is going to become a bit of a cold pilgrimage like, say Evita Peron did in Buenos Aires, where the
people will go to Nassau and find that cemetery, and find that grave and leave notes and flowers for her. Al-
though let's be clear, this is no, she is no Jim Morrison or Evita Peron in any manner. She was simply some-
one, a 'Playboy” playmate who sought celebrity and who married rich.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And yet we're talking about her every day so she's, obviously, getting media attention galore.
You know what, Jeffrey, | wanna keep you, we're also, we've got, we've got Royal Oakes, ABC's legal corre-
spondent on the phone as well. Royal, are with us?

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Hi, I'm here.
BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)
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(Voiceover) Okay. So you were talking, you just heard Jeffrey say that, that the judge made his decision.
One reason may be because he was upset to find out that her mother won't offer the tabloid reporter yester-
day to view the body. Regardless, was this the right decision in your view?

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, [ think it was the right decision, Bianna. Basically, it boils down to a pretty straightfor-
ward situation. The next to kin is the baby. The baby has a guardian. And therefore, the guardian should
have a strong argument for deciding what to do with the body.

GRAPHICS: ON THE PHONE
ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) You have Howard K. Stern who was not a legal husband. You have Virgie Arthur, who was
an estranged mother. Whether she tock a lot of money from the tabloids or was in it for the money or not,
she really lost standing in terms of legal rights as a result of the fact she had essentially no relationship with
her. So at the end of the day, the judge made that call which, | think, was the right one. This amazing thing,
how emotional the judge got. | have never seen a judge have difficulty reading his own (inaudible). It was just
remarkable to see this display. He just felt so strongly as he said in his order, she ought to be buried next to
her son in the Bahamas, that's what she wanted and presumably that's what the guardian were in for.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) How much of a case did her mother, Virgie Arthur, have, as far as wanting her grandson ex-
humed and both of them going to be buried in Texas?

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Not a terribly strong case in the sense that, as | said, there was no relationship there and vet
you couldn't write her situation off, whereas Howard K. Stern didn't have standing as a husband, Virgie Ar-
thur is the mother and as a result, you had to seriously consider her interest there. However, | think, the
judge took a lot of wide-ranging testimony about people's motivations and the financial situation. But the
idea, at the end of day, of exhuming a body and then sending it off to Texas, | don't think that was in the
cards and | think instead the judge got the call right even though he has extremely unorthodox style.

BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Yeah. It's to say that least, Jeffrey, | think you can agree with me on this just from watching
the testimony and, and Anna Nicole's mother sitting on a, sitting there on, at the stand when the judge found
out, her background that she was a palice officer and all. He really sympathized with her? Did he not? is
Jeffery still us? | don't think we have Jeffrey. Well, Royal, what are you thoughts? | mean, that's, that was my
perception.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) Absolutely.
BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Was that the judge, you know, had took this liking towards her mother and almost | think felt
sorry for her, pitied her, respected her for her position.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceaver) All right. It's Jeffrey, can you hear me?
BIANNA GOLODRYGA (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Yeah, Hi, Jeffrey.

JEFFREY KOFMAN (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Okay. Sorry we had a little bit of mic problem there. But, but, you know, | was in the court-
room when, when the judge was asking Virgie about her experiences as a police officer. You're, you're abso-



