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Even in death, Smith spu"rs bitter debate;
Her mother, attorney and ex-boyfriend argue in court over her burial
-- and over who stood to profit from her death.

BYLINE: Tonya Alanez, South Florida Sun-Sentinel
SECTION: MAIN NEWS; National Desk; Part A; Pg. 12
LENGTH: 613 words

DATELINE: FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.

Is it fove of Anna Nicole Smith or love of money that's fueling the bitter fight to determine who has the le-
gal right to bury her?

Broward County Circuit Judge Larry Seidlin will weigh the answer to those questions when he decides
Friday who should gain custody of her decaying remains.

Smith's longtime companion and attorney, Howard K. Stern, says that Smith should be buried in the
Bahamas. Virgie Arthur, her estranged mother, says Texas. And now Smith's ex-boyfriend Larry Birkhead,
during his first Broward court appearance Wednesday, suggested burying Smith in California near her idol,
Marilyn Monroe.

“Instead of fighting, you should join hands and celebrate her memory and make her life worthwhile,"
Seidlin said.

The warring sides have to make their final pitch to the judge by 5 p.m. today.

In the fifth day of legal wrangling over the former Playboy centerfold's body, questioning focused on who
may have profited from Smith's Feb. 8 death and that of her 20-year-old son, Daniel Wayne Smith, five
months before,

He died of apparent drug-related causes in Smith's Bahamian hospital room, three days after she gave
birth to a daughter, Dannielynn.

In her second day of testimony, Arthur denied profiting from Smith's or Daniel's deaths. But on cross-
examination, she admitted that a celebrity news and photo agency, Splash News, paid for her trip to the Ba-
hamas to videotape her at her grandson's grave. When pressed for details about possible payment, Arthur
avoided answering, saying: "Give me a minute please, I'm trying to process that," and “! don't know what the
right answer is here."
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"Anna paid my rent,” he said. "Everything that | did for her legally, | didn't charge her."
&

,,,,,,,,

Smith married Texas oil tycoon J. Howard Marshall Il in 1994, when he was 89 and she was 26. She had
been fighting his family over money since Marshail's death in 1995,

Stern has maintained that he and Smith were devoted to one another and planned to marry, but Birk-
head had a different take.

The 34-year-old photographer cast Stern as Smith's publicist, manager, friend and personal assistant.

Birkhead said that during his romantic relationship with Smith, Stern slept on the couch while he shared
Smith's bedroom in her Studio City, Calif., home.

Birkhead, who along with Stern and another man claims to have fathered Dannielynn, was called to the
stand on Arthur's behalf. Aithough he did not necessarily bolster Arthur's position, he did provide a glimpse
into Smith's use of prescription drugs and her tumultuous life.

Asked where he thought Smith should be buried, Birkhead said California.

"Since she always had a desire to be in California, and that was her home, that's where | would have
preferred her to be,” he said.

In the two weeks since Smith, 39, died of unexplained causes after being found unconscious at the
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, her remains have been in cold storage at the county morgue.

The question of Smith's burial is now being expedited because her body is decaying.

During a two-hour recess Wednesday, Arthur, Stern, Birkhead and their attorneys journeyed to the
morgue for one last viewing of the body.
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Tawdry details of Smith's life revealed in court;

The three parties vying to claim Anna Nicole Smith's body all admit-
ted in court Wednesday that, in one way or another, they made
money from their relationships with her.

BYLINE: NIKK! WALLER AND JENNIFER LEBOVICH, nwaller@MiamiHerald.com
SECTION: B; Pg. 1

LENGTH: 905 words

It was a good time, living in the glow of Anna Nicole Smith's fame. Anna picked up the tab. She bought
the shoes, the clothes, the dinners, the drinks and the entertainment.

; ltﬂ.w

, the three parties vying for custody of Smith's body and baby
daughter accused each other of cashing in on Smith's remarkable life, her personal tragedies and the juicy
details of her Feb. 8 death.

And after six hours of testimony, it turned out that no one is entirely blameless.

artner: Ho) i

Smith's mother, Virgie Arthur, traveled to her grandson's grave last month with a tabloid journalist she
called a family friend. Stern admitted he hasn't worked in four years, living only off Smith's money. Larry
Birkhead, an ex-lover who claims he fathered her daughter, made his living as Smith's personal photogra-
pher.

Judge Larry Seidlin echoed the thoughts of several observers when he wondered aloud why so many
are fighting so hard.

"Is it the heart that's chasing this, or is it money that's chasing it?" he asked.

Arthur wants to bury Smith in her native Texas. Stern said she would want to lie in the Bahamas beside
her son, Daniel, who died last September.

Richard Milstein, a Miami attorney appointed to represent Smith's infant daughter in Broward court, said
he or the baby's true father and guardian -- whoever that may be -- should choose where Smith will rest,

PATERNITY CLAIMS
And at least three men, including Birkhead and Stern, say they fathered 5-month-old Dannielynn.
Seidlin said he will write his ruling late tonight and will announce his decision in court Friday.

Determining Dannielynn's real father could end the debate over custody of Smith's body, but Stern re-
fused to submit to a paternity test this week and is fighting a court in California ordering him to do the same.
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Debra Opri, Birkhead's attorney, urged the court to have the "courage” to force Stern to give a DNA
sample and accused him of not being the real father -- a statement met with deafening objections and a
jucige's order to take her seat.

Everyone agrees that Smith, who modeled her own public persona on Marilyn Monroe, wanted to be bur-
ied near the star's grave in Westwood, Calif. Everyone also agrees that she would want to be buried beside
her son, Daniel, who died last year and is buried in Nassau, Bahamas.

But that would mean moving Daniel -- a grisly and complicated task.
PRIVATE VIEWING

A private viewing for Smith was discreetly held at the Broward County Medical Examiner's office in Dania
Beach at midday, although helicopters overhead and TV crews outside the office interrupted the quiet.

“The family members have at least had an opportunity today to view their loved one in a dignified man-
ner at the medical examiners office,” said Milstein.

Smith, who died two weeks ago, was finally embalmed Saturday. On Tuesday, it was announced that her
her body is decaying faster than anticipated, forcing the viewing to take place before the court rules on burial.

Embalming, a chemical process that slows the body's natural decomposition process, is most effective
immediately after death. But a number of factors, such as a person's circulation, or whether they take medi-
cations, can unexpectedly quicken a body's decay, according to Stephen Frei, a local funeral director.

Life with Anna, according to her boyfriend, her ex-lover and her mother, was never boring and occasion-
ally horrifying.

DRUG-USE ALLEGATIONS

Smith used at least seven different aliases, and doctors prescribed her medication under the names
Susie Wong and Michelle Chase. When checking into hotels she sometimes called herself Mrs. Flintstone or
Norma Jeane.

Smith burst into irrational furies, breaking up with Birkhead last May when he chose to work instead of
buying her a pair of sunglasses.

It was the last time Birkhead saw Smith alive.

He bristled when asked to list the different prescription medications she took, nearly getting into an ar-
gument with Seidlin, who appeared skeptical about some parts of his testimony.

Birkhead has believed that Dannielynn is his child since tast February, when Smith told him she was
pregnant. The two picked out baby names and shopped online for toys and clothes -- even a wedding ring
from Tiffany.com, said Birkhead.

Birkhead asked if the baby could've been fathered by someone else, but recalled that Smith slapped
him, exclaiming: **I'm not a whore, you dummy!”
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When asked where he would bury Smith if given the choice, Birkhead said it would be a tough call. Smith
and Daniel loved California and considered it their home.

"I don't want to separate the mother and the child, but | don't want them in the Bahamas," he said.
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Anna Nicole Smith to be buried in Bahamas
BYLINE: NIKKI WALLER AND JENN!FER LEBOVICH, jlebovich@MiamiHerald.com

LENGTH: 1251 words

Anna Nicole Smith will finally be buried, as she wished, next to her son in the Bahamas.

The announcement, made by all the lawyers involved in the case, was made shortly after Broward Circuit
Court Judge Larry Seidlin ordered that Smith's body be given to her 5-month-old daughter.

Seidlin directed lawyer Richard Milstein, the child's court-appointed guardian, to consult with the three
parties who vied for her body -- Smith's mother, Virgie Arthur, her longtime attorney, Howard K. Stern, and
ex-boyfriend Larry Birkhead.

Arthur and Stern both cried as the decision was announced.

"I was concerned about Danny," said Seidlin, who kept his television audience in suspense with his long-
winded speech.

Finally, after issuing the order, Seidlin offered his own opinion of where Smith should be buried: with her
son in the Bahamas.

"l want her buried, | want her buried with her son in the Bahamas. | want them to be together," he said
after reading through the order.

He later concluded: ™| have completed all my tasks. God speed to everyone."

Outside the courtroom, Arthur's Miami attorney, Stephen Tunstall, was asked by reporters whether said
“That we don't know right at this time. A decision hasn't been made.”

Meanwhile, at the Medical Examiner's office in Dania Beach, under a sky filled with helicopters, Dr.
Joshua Perper prepared to make a statement. Private jets were reportedly waiting to take Smith's body to its
final resting place.

Seidlin cautioned the ruling will not make everyone happy.

“I hope when you hear it you handle it with the respect and dignity Anna Nicole Smith would want," said
Seidlin.

Seidlin originally said he'd reach a decision by Friday, but surprised everyone by wrapping up testimony
shortly before 3:30 p.m.

Seidlin announced Broward Judge Lawrence Korda will now hear the paternity case brought by Birk-
head, who claims to be the father of Smith's baby daughter, Dannielynn.




Case 0:07-cv-60534-WPD Dchun:lent 205-25  Entered on FLSD Dogket 10/04/2008 Page 7 of 48

ol

i Page 243
Anna Nicole Smith to be buried in Bahamas The Miami Herald February 22, 2007 Thursday

i as: heavily Using prescription driigs.

Photographer Larry Birkhead, who contends he is the father of Smith's 5-month-old daughter, told the
court that, after Smith had a miscarriage, he "waited until she was cleared up,” but acknowledged that he
knew that if she conceived, she would have a high-risk pregnancy.

Birkhead said he tried to get Smith off of drugs and sometimes took her medication away from her.

"We want Dannielynn to have a better life," he said of Smith's daughter. “A healthier life and not a dys-
functional life that Anna Nicole may have suffered.”

At midday, John O'Quinn, a lawyer for Virgie Arthur, collapsed in court after more than three hours of tes-
timony, sending most of the room flying to their feet. Seidlin asked O'Quinn, a diabetic, what he needed, to
which O'Quinn replied: orange juice.

Seidlin told the court to take a break, and on the way out said, " I'm working them too hard."

Earlier, Seidlin declined to address the issue of paternity. Both Birkhead and Stern claim to be Dannie-
Iynn's father, and Birkhead has filed a suit in both California and Fiorida demanding DNA tests.

Birkhead testified that Stern hounded him to tell the media he was not the father of the baby.

“Back in May when it was announced Anna was pregnant . . . Mr. Stern told me to deny | was the father,”
Birkhead said. “*He told me the importance of getting my name out of it."

Because of Stern's persistance, Birkhead said he finally denied being the father.

In an e-mail read in court today, Birkhead wrote to Smith that he would tell people he was not the father
and called her ““the devil."

Debra Opri, Birkhead's attorney, explained the nasty e-mails as evidence of a “*love-hate relationship."

On Wednesday, the three parties vying for custody of Smith's body and baby daughter accused each
other of cashing in on Smith's remarkable life, her personal tragedies and the juicy details of her Feb. 8
death.

And after six hours of testimony, no one escaped blame.

Smith's mother traveled to her grandson's grave last month with a tabloid journalist she called a family
friend. Stern admitted he hasn't worked in four years, living only off Smith's money. Birkhead made his living
as Smith's personal photographer.

Seidlin echoed the thoughts of several observers when he wondered aloud why so many are fighting so
hard.

"Is it the heart that's chasing this, or is it money that's chasing it?" he asked.

Arthur wants to bury Smith in her native Texas. Stern said she would want to rest in the Bahamas beside
her son, Daniel, who died last September.

Richard Milstein, a Miami attorney appointed to represent Smith's infant daughter in Broward court, said
he or the baby's true father and guardian — whoever that may be -- should choose where Smith will rest.

Seidlin said he will write his ruling late tonight and will announce his decision in court Friday.
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Determining Dannielynn's real father could end the debate over custody of Smith's body, but Stern re-
fused to submit to a paternity test this week and is fighting a court in California ordering him to do the same.

A private viewing for Smith was discreetly held Wednesday at the Broward County medical examiner's
office in Dania Beach.

In hours of tearful testimony, Arthur said drugs transformed her daughter so much that whatever she said
in the last decade could not be trusted.

Private jets are ready to take Anna Nicole Smith's body to the Bahamas or wherever the guardian and
the family ultimately decide. Milstein is meeting with all of the parties in behind closed doors in the court-
room.

As Birkhead made his decision public, Arthur appeared calm and Birkhead somber, Stern sat hunched,
his hands clasped in front of his face. No one displayed as much emotion as the judge, who cried through his
announcement.
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MYSTERY OF ANNA'S FAXED WILL
BYLINE: BY RYAN PARRY
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 7

LENGTH: 149 words

In 2001, Anna named her son Daniel, who died in September, as the sole heir to her estate.

The fax was sent from the offices of Stern's lawyer to the pair's home.

But in a Florida court on Tuesday, Stern, who is battling Anna's mum Virgie Arthur to gain burial rights,
said he knew little about the will.

Meanwhile, Anna's nurse Tasma 'Taz' Brighthaupt, who was the last person to see her alive, has told
how she tried to save her.

She found Anna unconscious in bed in a Florida hotel. "I pulled the covers back and didn't like what |
saw," she said.

Taz called for heip and began CPR. She said: "l did everything [ could."
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SHOW: SCARBOROUGH COUNTRY 10:00 PM EST

SCARBOROUGH COUNTRY For February 22, 2007 MSNBC

BYLINE: Joe Scarborough, Rita Cosby, Susan Filan
GUESTS: Debra Opri, Jane Velez-Mitchell, Tony Potts
SECTION: NEWS; Domestic

LENGTH: 7464 words

HIGHLIGHT: A sobbing Florida judge decides the court-appointed guardian of Anna Nicole Smith’s 5-month-
old daughter should choose where the onetime covergirl should be buried, but the late woman's mother im-
mediately files an appeal.

JOE SCARBOROUGH, HOST: Tonight: Speaking of the judge, American culture on the skids as a crying
judge, a fainting lawyer and a singing counselor make up a small portion of the Anna Nicole Smith circus, a
fitting end to a girl who started from hardscrabble beginnings and went from stripping all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court. You know, Smith's 15 minutes in the public eye was always oversized, and it concluded
much in the same way that it began, with an emotionally challenged judge breaking down in tears and hang-
ing his head before finishing his ruling.

Here Judge Seidlin at his most bizarre.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

LARRY SEIDLIN, BROWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE: Richard Milstein, esquire, as the guardian ad
litem for Dannielynn Hope Marshall Stern, is awarded custody of the remains of Anna Nicole Smith. Oh!

| want her buried with her son in the Bahamas. | want them to be together. Oh!
(END VIDEG CLIP)

SCARBOROUGH: You know, this judge who's crying is the same judge who said of Ms. Smith’s dead
body, "That baby is frozen on ice.” And then of course, he was told yesterday that the body was decompos-
ing so he had to move more quickly. All in all, it was just a perfect ending to a tawdry tale of sex, drugs and
marrying old.

Here's a look at more of the bizarre hearing today.
(BEGIN VIDEOQ CLIP)

DEBRA OPRI, LARRY BIRKHEAD'S ATTORNEY: Ms. Barth removed my client’s drinking cup from the
stand, and | just would like to know what that was about.

(CROSSTALK)
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SEIDLIN: | tell you what. I'm not getting into this. I'm not getting into this. I've just been impressed — I've
been impressed by the conduct of the attorneys in this case. | want to keep this dignified, with decorum and
respect. I'm not getting into it. We'll move on.

OPRI: I'm telling you, Your Honor, you want the three of us to hold hands? Your Honor...
(CROSSTALK)

OPRI: It's never going to happen, Your Honor!

SEIDLIN: Well...

OPRI: That's naive! That's Camelot!

SEIDLIN: You have a continuing objection to anything she does.

(LAUGHTER)

OPR!: No, Your Honor...

SEIDLIN: Anything?

OPRI: Your Honor...

SEIDLIN: No, no. I'm kidding.

OPRI: I'm so respectiul to you.

SEIDLIN: | know.

OPRI: We're both from the same part of the country, and we both think alike on...
SEIDLIN: I'm here more than half my life. It's just my accent.

OPRI: And I'm in California more than half my life, almost. But this is so off the base of the burial intent.
This just shows the love-hate relationship that...

SEIDLIN: Well, we beat up Stern a little bit yesterday.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You did.

OPRI: Your Honor, I'm proud to tell the world | have one of the best agents in the world. I'm also am in
media.

SEIDLIN: We're not giving any...

OPRI: But it's not relevant...

SEIDLIN: There's no TV commercial time here.

OPRI: No no! Your Honor!

(LAUGHTER)

SEIDLIN: All right...

OPRI: This has been the Kristie (SIC) Barth show!

SEIDLIN: You've been very good.

OPRI: | want to be very clear that it's not relevant...

SEIDLIN: There's nobody's show here. We're not -- we're not grandstanding.
OPRI: There's no relevancy to who represents..,

SEIDLIN: Counselor, you've been...

OPRI: ... me!

SEIDLIN: Counsel, when | speak, I'm the only voice | want to hear.



