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her -- they were too busy beating up on a woman they perceived as their very own generational whipping
blonde.

The yellow press is in shock, as if it can't believe that the "tabloid life" of the woman Radar referred to as
"gossip's golden goose" is actually over. Its members can't seem to wrap themselves around the idea that
she isn't theirs to abuse anymore, or that somewhere under the nipple tape and lip gloss, a human being is
dead enough, now, to deserve a few seconds of more than just token respect.

TV pundits, deep into the night, were still sniggering over Smith's personal defects.
Over the evening, she was continually referred to as a "train wreck ..."

"Famous for being famous ..."

"Former stripper ..."

"Playboy playmate ..."

"Totally out of it ,.."

The snide, giggling, self-congratulatory Tom O'Neil of InTouch Weekly referred to the recently deceased
woman as a "slob" on MSNBC. Repellent E! News hosts Ryan Seacrest and Debbie Matenopoulos were
unable to summon even the smallest lick of anything that sounded like sympathy: "How tr-r-rragic. Anything
after [Smith's death] seems trivial ... but there are other stories today! ... In other news, the Kim Kardashian
sex tape ..." blah blah blah.

MSNBC's Joe Scarborough asked, again and again: "What was she famous for, aside from being
famous?" Radar's Tyler Gray replied, with raised eyebrow, that Smith was famous primarily because of her
“availability for parties ... She didn't come cheap," he added knowingly, "but she would join the party.”

Richard Roeper in the Chicago Sun-Times fried to summon some kind of intelligent approach:

"The last time | saw Ms. Smith acting, it was on premium cable a couple of years ago. She was in a
bathtub, naked, kissing another woman. It was somewhere between soft-core and full-on pornography -- and
not to be cruel, but she wasn't even very believable in that performance.

"Nobody ever accused Ms. Smith of having any talent, and to my knowledge she never claimed to have
any. She just acted like a star, and she was treated like a star -- and the fact that her death has everyone in
the media (including yours fruly) rushing to write something about her confirms that on some level, she won.
She was a star.”

So many stars are doing so badly, trying to withstand the collective hex of unkind limelight, what is really
incredible is that there haven't been more deaths lately. Nothing shows so well how unkind we are, as a
society, than the way we report on our falling women. Hollywood has been restless, cruel and itchy, jonesing
for a real fragedy. It was getting bored merely humiliating people on "American Idol.” Drug-addled Hollywood
strumpets like Linsday Lohan, Courtney Love and Nicole Richie have all been on various deathwatch lists for
quite some time, and the tabloids have been licking their chops, waiting to be fed a body.

Vickie Lynn Hogan of Mexia, Texas -- the woman Spy magazine once called a "super-duper-model" --
was ripe for the taking: She had always been compared to Marilyn Monroe, and she nursed these
comparisons, right down fo her own sense of victimization by a society that she perceived as having no
respect for her, and to her self-fulfilling prophecy that she would die young and tragically.

Naturally, the death of her 20-year-old son didn't help, and neither did the methadone. It was clear she
lacked coping skills. Following the death of Daniel Smith, three days after Anna Nicole gave birth to a baby
girl, the tabloids reported that the distraught new mother was so sedated that she needed to be reinformed of
his death, again and again, every time she woke up ... an excruciating ring of hell.
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Hugh Hefner, at least, had some class, issuing a statement about how much Smith meant to him
personally and to the whole "Playboy family."

Philip Kennicot of the Washington Post, in a thoughtful article, waxed philosophical about Smith's
operatic, societal role as a condemned "courtesan," speculating that we never really forgave her for the
outrageous gall she displayed when she married that super-rich, sick old man in a wheelchair:

"Poor Anna began her climb to fame and riches as a stripper, and in the end, she was a stripper again,
seemingly uncontainable by ordinary clothing. She spilled out of her tops, she spilled into the tabloids, she
was a mess. Her death gave you whiplash: Time to feel sad for a woman who was never supposed to be
more than a source of amusement.”

What needs saying - what it seems nobody has yet said -- is that when she was able to suppress her
demons enough to pull herself together and look her best, she was fabulously gorgeous. Numerous red-
carpet moments, the footage of which we now run over and over again like a televised rosary in order to
understand her death, reveal this. Anna Nicole was a star because she possessed an unusually large
amount of beauty. At her best, she didn't evoke Marilyn Monroe so much as Anita Ekberg in "La Dolce Vita" -
- the strapless black dress, mounds of white flesh, piles of blond hair. She was indelicate, but an unstable
element nonetheless -- not so much a candle in the wind as a bonfire in a hailstorm. But the real similarity
between Anna Nicole and Marilyn was their shimmering tension -- an unsettlingly powerful physical beauty,
coliapsing irresistibly in real time beneath the frailties of its hostess. She was entropy porn at its finest.

Our fascinated gaze was her real addiction -- and the humiliating media tractor pull between our disgust
and our attraction for her was, in all likefihood, both her lover and her murderer. Fame, the only
chemotherapy available for the desperate toxicity of narcissism, proves once again that it is deadly enough in
its own right {o be avoided.
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GRAPHICS: GUILT OR INNOCENCE?
ROYAL QAKES (ABC NEWS)

{Off-camera) Hello and welcome to a special edition of 'Guilt Or Innocence?" I'm Royal Oakes in Los
Angeles. The cause of death of Anna Nicole Smith remains unknown.

GRAPHICS: ANNA NICOLE SMITH'S DEATH STILL UNKNOWN
ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) The autopsy has been done, but the toxicology tests that are gonna have to be conducted
to tell whether or not there were drugs in the system that contributed to her death, well, those couid take
several weeks. We're gonna look at this sordid saga from all angles. But first, we begin with Yunji De Nies of
ABC in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

YUNJI DE NIES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) The Broward County medical examiner says he's narrowed Anna Nicole Smith's cause of
death down to three possibilities.

GRAPHICS: CAUSE OF SMITH'S DEATH STILL UNKNOWN
DOCTOR JOSHUA PERPER (BROWARD COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER)

One is that the death is due solely to natural causes. The other possibility is that the death might be due
to some medication. And the third possibility is that there's a combination of natural causes and medication.

YUNJI DE NIES (ABC NEWS)
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(Voiceover) Anna Nicole Smith spent much of her life in court. Her legal troubles did not die with her. The
voluptuous blonde left behind a tangle of questions that will undoubtedly take months, if not years, to sort
out. The most pressing, who will take custody of her five-month old daughter and in turn, Smith's millions.
Smith always said Howard K Stern was the father, but ex-boyfriend, Larry Birkhead, has been fighting for
parental rights since the baby's birth. Today, he demanded DNA be taken from Anna Nicole's body.

DEBRA OPRI (ATTORNEY FOR LARRY BIRKHEAD)

We do not want obey in switch of a child. And even though people will say that's preposterous, that's
ridiculous, it is a legitimate legal concern that the body being, the baby being tested is Anna Nicole's.

YUNJI DE NIES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) A judge denied that request. The infant is said to be at Smith's home in the Bahamas.
Howard K Stern is in seclusion in Florida.

YUNJI DE NIES (ABC NEWS)

(Oif-camera) A California judge has ordered Smith's body be preserved until February 20th, pending
another hearing in the paternity lawsuit. The medical examiner says he will need to conduct extensive test

and getting those results could take several weeks. Reporting in Fort Lauderdale, I'm Yunji de Nies, ABC
News.

ROYAL OAKES {ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) We'll discuss the legal issues a little more in a moment. But first, we're joined in the phone,
from Gainesville, Florida, Doctor Bruce Goldberger, the chief forensic pathologist at the University of Florida
at Gainesville. Thanks for joining us, Doctor. Tell us what you make of this initial information that we received
from the press conference conducted by the medical examiner at Broward County?

GRAPHICS: MAP OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA
GRAPHICS: ON THE PHONE
DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

Well, there's no surprise, Doctor Perper's conclusion, sir, appropriate at this time. It is important to
conduct the comprehensive testing, the histological, the, the pathology and most important would be the
foxicology testing that's gonna take a bit of time.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, doctor, let me ask you this. Obviously, we have to wait for the results. But just
statistically, wouldn't it be kind of stunning for a 39-year old woman, even a woman who live the life of Anna
Nicole Smith, to simply die of natural causes?

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Aren't the odds pretty astronomical against that? And doesn't that lead to some, maybe
solid speculation that something else was going on?

DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

(Voiceover) Well, | would agree the speculation is solid, and, and real, and possibly true. Anytime you
have a young person, 39 years old, drop dead suddenly unexpectedly, one would have to consider drugs or
other causes of death. In this case, Doctor Perper did roll out homicide, for example, for association (PH).

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Doctor, let me lay the M word on you, methadone. It cropped up in connection with her san
Daniel's death several months ago. And there were suggestions that, perhaps, methadone might have been
in her possession. When people hear that word, of course, they think of the, the drug that people use to get
off of heroine. We haven't heard any suggestion that she was involved with hercine. Do you have any
informatfon as to what the presence of methadone might suggest and whether that would've been, would've
cropped up so that we would know by now whether it was in her system?.
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DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

Here in Fiorida, we've been tracking methadone-related deaths for about five years. And the, the Fort
Lauderdale, the Broward area of the state did, the - statistics show a high rate of methadone-related deaths.
So it doesn't surprise me that this may be implicated, obviously, in her son. It was detected and was the root
cause of his death.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) What is the nature of methadone, apart from people who are on heroin or trying to get off of
it and used it in that context? Do people use methadone to get high as a recreational drug?

DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

Besides methadone being used to treat addiction to narcotics, it is used to treat moderate to severe pain.
It is relatively cheap. It's much cheaper than a drug that was in favor a few years ago, oxycodone. And i, it
can be used to get high with, although it doesn't carry the same euphoric effects that oxy would or heroin
would or morphine would, for that matter.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

{Voiceover) And what's the significance of the chief medical examiner down in Broward saying that no
pills were found in her stomach? Doesn't that leave a whole laundry list of things that might have happened,
inhaling drugs, some liquid substances, that, that, how significant is it that there weren't any pills found in her
system?

DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

Well, | think the statement can be a little misleading. In order for the drugs to enter the bloodstream, they
do have to generally pass through the stomach and then absorbed, the majority of them are absorbed in the
intestines. So, so the fact that the stomach is empty does not bother me at this time. If someone takes a
handful of drugs and dies acutely that is within minutes or, or after the ingestion, then you do usually find
medication in the stomach. But there are plenty of cases that you have an empty stomach, but there's plenty
of drugs in the blood because they've reached the small intestine and they been absorbed into the
bloodstream and resultin one's death.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Without getting too far in the inside baseball, why does it take three to five weeks to conduct
tests? Is there something just inherent about the, the process that can't be speeded up?

DOCTOR BRUCE GOLDBERGER (UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA)

Well, in my laboratory, I'm a toxicologist also, practicing in the state. And in case like this, I'd say | furn
this results around as fast as possible. I'd have results for, for Doctor Perper by Monday. Whatever it would
take, we have those results. So you do have to be cautious in the, in terms of rushing the science and
rushing the process. Now, there is work that Doctor Perper will do that does take more than just a few days
and that's the histological examination of, of the tissues, the, the cultures that he's likely running. So there is
a process. It will take a few weeks. But | would say, by, by mid next week, Doctor Perper will have a good
idea.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) All right. Doctor Goldberger, thanks very much for sharing your expertise with us. University
of Florida, Gainesville, chief of forensic toxicologist. You're on the program. Let's switch now to Ellen Davis of
ABC's Law and Justice unit in New York City. Ellen, what can you tell us about what you know concerning
the status of some of the legal problems, the hearings out on the West Coast, here in Los Angeles and
possible proceedings back in Florida and the Bahamas?

ELLEN DAVIS (ABC NEWS)

{Off-camera) Well, there's a whole host of legal questions that still remain unanswered, Royal. Chief
among which is did Anna Nicole Smith have a will, and, and also, who is the father of her child. There was a
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hearing in a court in Los Angeles today concerning the paternity of Dannielynn Smith and whether or not the
father is, as Anna Nicole claimed, whether or not the father is Howard Stern, her companion, her partner,
her, perhaps, husband, we don't know if he really was, in fact, her husband, that's another legal question, or
whether or not Mr. Birkhead is the father of that child.

ELLEN DAVIS (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And we still won't know that question for quite a while (makes noise), excuse me. There will
be another hearing about that on February 20th. So that's a question. Another question is who will have the
right to go and stand in Anna Nicole Smith's shoes in federal court in California now that she's won the right
to go back into court and litigate the question of whether or not she is, in fact, entitled fo the many millions of
dollars she had originally been awarded from her late husband, Mr. Marshall's estate. So these are all
questions that remain unanswered. And we don't anticipate we're gonna have many answers in the next few
days. It's gonna take weeks.

ROYAL OAKES {ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Well, as you say, lots of legal questions. Fortunately, we may get some legal answers
because we also have with us on the program Lisa Beth Older. She's a family law attorney in New York. Lisa
Beth, welcome to the program. Can you shed any light on this issue that has been raised now by Ellen? For
example, does anybody know if there is a will? | assume it is a critical question as to whether there's a will
and what it might say. And then, if there isn't, what in the world happens?

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

Ckay. Well, with respect to will, at this point, it's my understanding that there, there is no will that we
know of at the moment. But there probably will be a will if the rumors that there, a will will probably surface at
some point in time. Be that as it may, even if there is not a will in existence at this time, the, it's, it's more than
likely that Dannielynn, the subject child, will have a guardian (inaudible) appointed to her to represent her
interests in the estate, the probate is going forward. And so that estate will go forward and those funds will be
protected on behalf of, of the subject child, whether there's a will or not. The case will...

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) All right. Lisa Beth let me hit you with a question here.
LiSA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

There's s0 many legal questions.

GRAPHICS: QUESTIONS ABOUT SMITH'S ESTATE

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Let's assume that Howard K Stern, let's assume that Howard K Stern is determined to be
the husband of Anna Nicole Smith. Lef's further assume that the boyfriend, the ex-boyfriend, who is sued in
Los Angeles, is determined to be the biclogical father of the child.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

{Voiceover) Now, in that event, who gets to run the show when it comes to this infant's potential legal
right to take up the cause of action that Anna Nicole Smith had for, maybe up to $500,0007

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

Wow, that's a, that's a really loaded question. And, and | wanna try to answer, but |, first, | wanna send
out my condolences to the Smith and Stern families. | know this is really been a very hard time. And |, | don't
think the viewers wanna lose side of the fact that what we really wanna look at is what's in the best interest of
this child. Be then, as it may, this is a fortune-packed question that you've, you've given me, and I'll, 'll try to
answer as best | can. The home estate of this child is what the courts are gonna look at to determine who
has jurisdiction over, over the estate to begin with.

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)
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This child was born in the Bahamas. We're talking about the United States having to choecse somebody
to represent a child that really isn't born in the United States. | mean, the citizenship of this ghild is yet to be
determined. So | think we're putting the horse before the - before the cart, so to speak, if we have to figure
out who's gonna be representing her at a federal court proceeding when we don't really even know...

ROYAL CAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) You, you make a good point there. Let me get Ellen back in the conversation on that...
LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

Okay.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) ...because | know she's been monitoring the legal proceedings. Ellen, we have a
proceeding in Los Angeles where this morning, the judge essentially threw up his hands and said, 'Well, no,
I'm not gonna order a DNA test on Anna Nicole Smith. Please, Mr. Coroner, don't do anything to the body
that would prevent future testing."” But he, he really refused to get in to the, to the whole mix. Aren't there
some really serious jurisdictional questions as to Bahamas power versus Florida power? And then there's the
odd question, Ellen, as to whether or not there was baby switching and that would justify this odd request
that there be a DNA test, not of the baby, but of the mother, Anna Nicole?

ELLEN DAVIS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Well, that was just an allegation or a possibility thrown out by Mr. Birkhead's lawyer. No one
has suggested anywhere that there was a baby in switch. He's justification for asking the judge, and by the
way, it’s not at all clear that this judge had the authority to order what he ordered today. Essentially, he
ordered that this woman could not be buried. She could not be turned over to her family for another 10 days
until there's this hearing on February 20th at which time, he'll address these issues again.

GRAPHICS: JURISDICTION QUESTIONS REMAIN FOR BABY
ELLEN DAVIS {ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) So, it is, it is curious and there are multiple jurisdictions involved, and it's very, very
complicated. Is it the Bahamas, is it Florida, is it California? And by the way, it could also be Texas, given
that that was where the, the Marshall, that's the estate of the Marshall estate and that's where this case, the
bankruptcy proceeding that involved the multi-billion dollar estate of Howard Marshall, that's where it started.
So they might have a piece of this, too.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) You're right, Ellen. It seems to be a pretty bollixed up mess. And 1 think it's actually getting
' ' nebo

aaaaa
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ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)
(Voiceover) All right. Lisa Beth Older, let me bring you back into the conversation...
LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

Hi.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

{Off-camera) ...and ask about this underlying $474-million question.

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

Yes.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) How is it, if the matter goes forward, and the US Supreme Court ruled last year, nine to
zero, of the decision written by Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, that yes, Anna Nicole had a right to go back to
federal court and pursue this big claim. How was it that the claim could be adjudicated now if it goes
forward? Anna Nicole is gone, she can't get them to stand and testify and say, 'Yes, my late husband only
promised to give me half of his estate even though his will doesn't talk about me at all." Is it feasible for that
matter to be adjudicated in her absence?

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

! believe so. There, there has been enough testimony taken in the prior litigation, there have obviously
been depositions. These sources of testimonies are frequently read into the record in exigent circumstances,
exigent circumstances such as this. The proceedings will go forward. The estate will be, the child will pursue
her claim to the estate. The, the interesting question is going to be which father is going to be representing
this child's interest in the federal proceedings, and that is the aftribute determined.

LISA BETH OLDER (FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY)

it could, it could take, as your, as, as you aptly pointed out, many weeks, if not years, to decide who is
going to be representing this child in the federal court action, let alone, who is going to be child's father,
which is really what everybody should be focusing on, which of these two parents are, will be best able to
take care of this child. The baby is, | think, 5-months-old right now, and he's only known Mr. Stern, I think,
doesn't know Mr. Birkhead. And a lot of this custody posturing could very well be due to the fact that there's a
tremendous a lot of, there's a tremendous amount of money involved here, as you pointed on, in the federal
court proceeding.

ROYAL OAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Absolutely. Ellen Davis, one point that we haven't touched on, perhaps, one of the most
surreal, bizarre twist in another word, otherwise, just amazing story.

ROYAL OCAKES (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Zsa Zsa Gabor's husband, a prince, and | understand and | hope I'm not slandering him, but
| understand he's the son of a policeman and perhaps, he may have purchased his title from someone in
Europe, thus, allewing him to confer the title of Princess on Zsa Zsa. But he has surfaced, 62, 63-year-old
man, who claims, maybe a 10-year affair with Anna Nicole. What have you heard about that?

ELLEN DAVIS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Well, I've heard exactly what you've heard. He claims he had this ongoing affair with her
and then if you looked back at when he was with her, it would suggest that, in fact, it's quite possible he's the
father. And you know, the tragedy of this is that because this baby stands to inherit many millions of dollars,
there are any number of people who are going to line up and claim paternity rights. So, I'm not even sure that



