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LARRY KING, CNN ANCHOR: Tonight, Howard K. Stern in his first live primetime
interview since the shocking death of Anna Nicole and his court clash with Larry
Birkhead over baby Dannielynn's paternity.

It's a tabloid saga that won't go away spawning conspiracy theories and multi-million
dollar lawsuits. A sensational book accuses Stern and Larry Birkhead of a sexual
encounter and ugly scheming.

But does an astonishing audio undercut at least some of the author's claims?
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

RITA COSBY, AUTHOR: I know. But I do think it's important to speak to them. And
then also to -- to give credibility to them, and I also think.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: So you want to validate what you put in the book, basically.
That's what you're doing here, right?

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: This is a high-stakes, high-drama scandal. Reputations, millions of dollars and the
future of an innocent, little girl on the line. Howard K. Stern on the attack. He's here. He's
next on LARRY KING LIVE.

Howard is joined here in New York by his famed attorney from Atlanta, Lin Wood. This
is Howard's, as we said, first primetime interview since the shocking death of Anna on
February 8th of this year.

It's also his first interview since the release of Rita Cosby's controversial book, "Blonde
Ambition: The Untold Story Behind Anna Nicole Smith's Death" and the filing of his $60
million libel suit against Rita and her publisher.

Howard has filed a defamation suit against John O'Quinn as well. O'Quinn has been the
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attorney for Anna Nicole's mom, Virgie Arthur. And as if that weren't enough, Virgie has
filed a defamation suit against Howard.

How are you doing, with all of your -- what a year.

HOWARD K. STERN, ANNA NICOLE SMITH'S ATTORNEY: it's been a nightmare. |
can't even really describe in words how difficult that it's been to lose Anna, to lose
Daniel, and then not even really to have a chance to mourn with everything that
everybody said in the media, all of these just lies by people who are complete frauds.

KING: Was the book a shock?
STERN: The book was a shock. You know, I didn't know that Rita Cosby was writing a

book. She's somebody who I've never talked to. And then when the claims came out in
that book, the book really should start "Once upon a time," because it's just total fiction.

KING: So she never asked to interview you?
STERN: She never asked to interview me.

KING: Before we move into other things, Lin, isn't that surprising in a case where
someone does a book, don't they usually ask?

LIN WOOD, ATTORNEY: It's an egregious breach of basic journalism 101, to ask to
interview to give him an opportunity to respond. Larry Birkhead, she also did not ask to
interview Larry Birkhead. She turned her head away from the truth, Larry. She didn't
want to face it.

KING: We're going to talk about Anna's death and all that followed.

First, let's go back to your appearance on the show Howard on September 26th, 2006.
Anna was still alive and recently had given birth and you came on and dropped this
bombshell. Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

STERN: Anna and I have been in a relationship and we love each other and it's been
going on for a very long time. And because of my relationship as her lawyer, we felt that
it was best to keep everything hidden. And we've actually done a pretty good job of that.
KING: Sure have. So you are the father?

STERN: Yes, sir.

KING: By the way, have there been any DNA tests taken?



Case 4:07-cv-03742 Document 51-8  Filed 03/27/2008 Page 3 of 23

STERN: I'm the father.

KING: What?

STERN: I said proud father.
KING: Were DNA tests taken?

STERN: Well, based on the timing of when the baby was born, there really is no doubt in
either of our minds.

(END VIDEO CLIP) KING: Howard, were you kidding me, or did you believe that at the
time?

STERN: No, we really believed that Dannielynn was conceived in December and if she
was, she would have been mine. And I honestly believed it.

KING: So what was wrong in your thinking? Did you have the timing wrong?

STERN: Yes, we did. We had the timing wrong.

KING: Were you shocked when the DNA results came in?

STERN: I was shocked. I was shocked, but I was thinking of Dannielynn. And I do want
the best for Dannielynn. My feelings for Danni really hadn't changed. And from that
point forward, I committed myself to work with Larry to do whatever I can to make sure
that she has a happy life.

KING: But you and Anna Nicole were lovers?

STERN: Absolutely.

KING: Also, you and Anna were on this show together in February of 2004. And I asked
about your relationship. Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Howard, she looks terrific. She said she's too slim. Do you think so?
STERN: I think she's hot. She looks beautiful. She looks absolutely beautiful.
KING: Do you two date?

ANNA NICOLE SMITH: He's biased.

KING: I know he's your attorney. Anna, do you date Howard?
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SMITH: No.

STERN: I wish.

KING: Where did those rumors come from?

SMITH: Which ones?

KING: About you and Howard.

SMITH: From everybody.

STERN: I think we just spend so much time together that people think that.
SMITH: Yeah.

KING: Howard, what kind of client is Anna Nicole Smith?

SMITH: She's the best. I have a dream job. She's the absolute best. Well, she's my best
friend, so it doesn't feel like work. It's my life. I love it.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: So at that time, you weren't intimate?

STERN: No, we were. We were.

KING: You were kidding?

STERN: We were kidding at that time. It was a relationship that we hid.

KING: Back to the baby business, Howard. If you were so sure, you should have done a
DNA right there, right? Saved a lot of time?

STERN: Well, what people don't understand is that I was not named as a party up until
the time that Anna passed away. And from when Anna did pass away, I did try and reach
out to Larry to resolve this and get a DNA test done privately. And it wasn't Larry, |
think, that shut it down. I think it was through his attorneys. I received a letter saying that
if I talked to Larry personally, that they would get a restraining order against me.

KING: We have an e-mail question from Mandy in Palos Heights, Illinois. What kind of
father do you think Larry Birkhead is with Dannielynn?

STERN: You know, I saw Larry and Dannielynn a couple days ago. And Dannielynn is
completely bonded to Larry. Larry loves her. I think he's doing a great job. I think he
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couldn't be doing a better job. That's why when I hear criticism out there about Larry not
being a good father, it's from people who never met Larry, never had seen Larry and
Dannielynn interact. It's just unfair.

KING: And you have no jealousy of that relationship, even though you were the first one
with her?

STERN: Well, I wish [ was Dannielynn's father, but I'm not. Larry is Dannielynn's father
and I still want her to have a great life, like I was saying. So I'm going to do whatever |
can to support Larry in his role as a father.

KING: Do you think your client, Lin, has been preyed upon?

WOOD: I think they have taken a man that was a loving companion to Anna Nicole
Smith, and they have turned him into being one of the most vilified individuals in this
country. And they have done it for their own publicity and primarily for their own profit.
So, yes, he's absolutely been preyed upon. KING: When you were on that show in 2004
with Anna, I asked why you didn't sue over false tabloid stories. There were so many
about you, about her. And you said it was because lawsuits take years and once you sue,
it just keeps issues in the news over and over. So why sue now?

STERN: Well, for two reasons, Larry. I don't think that Anna Nicole can really rest in
peace until this is cleared up. I think that what has happened is completely unfair to her.
It's unfair to me. And most importantly, it's unfair to Dannielynn. I don't want
Dannielynn when she's 15 to be reading this and to think that this is who her mother was,
because it's just outright lies.

KING: Is the book in the main lies?
STERN: The book?
KING: Yeah.

STERN: The book accuses me of every crime in the world, barring jay walking, I think.
And that's probably the only one I would be guilty of.

WOOD: Rita describes her book as the tell-all book. I would describe it accurately as the
tell-all lies book. It is a lie.

KING: We're going to go to break. We received the following statement from Rita
Cosby, author of "Blonde Ambition." She said, quote, "I am certainly not surprised that
Howard K. Stern denies certain statements in the book. However, this does not change
the fact that the statements in the book are based on thorough investigation, extensive
court documents and other published reports, as well as statements provided by many
reliable and credible sources. These sources include former and current law enforcement
officials on two separate occasions. We have requested that Howard K. Stern provide us



Case 4:07-cv-03742 Document 51-8  Filed 03/27/2008 Page 6 of 23

with any facts that support his allegations that certain statements are not truthful. To date
he has yet to set forth any such facts."”

?

And we'll ask Howard about that as well as Lin Wood when we come back.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

LARRY BIRKHEAD, DANNIELYNN'S FATHER: He wanted to have a loving
environment and he was, regardless of our differences, a big part of Anna's life. And |
think Anna would want have wanted that.

KING: He loved her.

BIRKHEAD: He loved her. And I'm just trying to carry out Anna's wishes.
KING: And he loved Anna Nicole, too.

BIRKHEAD: Yes. KING: So he loved the daughter and the mother.

BIRKHEAD: He asks about her. He writes e-mails and calls and asks about how my
daughter's doing, Dannielynn. And so.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)
KING: We're back. You want to respond, Lin, to that statement by Ms. Cosby?

WOOD: Well, I can tell you that her publisher sent me a letter asking for us to advise
them of the inaccuracies in the story and I basically responded and said, we will let you
know about that when we file the complaint.

But if you look at what she said in that statement, for example, to see how she turns
things into what I call smoke and mirrors. She makes reference to having two law
enforcement officers, former law enforcement officers as sources.

One of those is an investigator who works for John O'Quinn, who, as you know, Howard
has filed a slander case against. The other so- called former law enforcement official was
a former deputy sheriff in Los Angeles who works as an investigator for Debra Opri, the
lawyer that's now in the contentious litigation with Larry Birkhead and has obviously
been very adverse to Howard from day one.

Those are the kinds of sources. Good example of the biased, non- reliable sources that
she used in this book, should not have been done.

KING: You have got a lot of lawsuits. How many have you got, three?
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WOOD: Well, we've got two that we filed for Howard and we learned yesterday that
Virgie Arthur has now filed a lawsuit against him in Texas.

KING: So you have to answer to that.

WOOD: We will.

KING: One of the lawsuits against Rita Cosby and her publisher in connection with Rita's
book "Blonde Ambition." We have this statement from the publisher, maybe you'll
comment. "We received the complaint and are reviewing the allegations contained within
the complaint and have no comment at this time. However, as previously stated, we
continue to stand behind the book which was thoroughly researched by an experienced
journalist."

How do you react to that?

STERN: Well, she certainly didn't contact me about it. And I lived it, and I know what
the truth is. So she certainly didn't do enough research. I personally think that she knew
when she wrote this book that these were false allegations.

KING: Are you saying she had an agenda?

STERN: I absolutely feel she had an agenda.

KING: All right one of them, let's deal with it. One of the most sensational claims in
"Blonde Ambition," the one that's gotten the most press is that you and Larry Birkhead
had a sexual encounter.

STERN: Totally false.

KING: Only you and Larry know that.

STERN: Totally false. Totally false.

KING: She described where it took place, under what the circumstances were. Is it a once
only thing? What does she say? I didn't see the book.

STERN: From what she said publicly, and also from the book, she relies on Jackie Hatten
for one statement and Jackie Hatten was out of Anna's life. She was a friend for a brief
period of time and out of Anna's life when her brother was arrested for beating up a
neighbor and for making criminal threats against Anna and then later convicted.

KING: So you're saying unequivocally not true.

STERN: Unequivocally not true.
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KING: Jackie Hatten has been a guest on this show. She's a friend of Anna Nicole's, she
says. The book says that Jackie claims she and Anna saw you and Larry in compromising
positions in Los Angeles. The book also says, Jackie claims that Anna told her that you
were gay.

STERN: Totally false. Totally false. I don't believe Anna would have ever said that
because it's false. And Jackie Hatten was never in the same room with Larry and myself.
Absolutely impossible. Jackie was out of Anna's life before Anna met Larry. It's totally
false.

WOOD: She was never in the same state where Larry Birkhead and Howard Stern were
together. She never met Larry Birkhead until after Anna Nicole had died.

STERN: I don't even think she's met Larry Birkhead to this day.
KING: How do you account for this? She just made it up?

WOOD: Well, if you look at the history of Jackie Hatten's interviews, which were readily
available for Rita Cosby to see, you will find that she's told inconsistent and contradictory
statements about Anna Nicole and about Howard.

And if you look at the history of her brother, Mark Hatten, who is now in prison after he
was arrested and convicted of terrorist threats and assault on a neighbor of Anna Nicole's,
you will find that Jackie Hatten ended a friendship -- Anna Nicole ended that friendship
in 2001.

And Anna Nicole never had any contact with Jackie Hatten until she showed up in the
Bahamas after Daniel's death and tried to get in touch with her. Anna Nicole wanted her
off of the island. Jackie Hatten physically could not have witnessed an event at a home in
Los Angeles.

KING: You have to say, then, you were whacked out, totally shocked by this?

STERN: Absolutely, absolutely. I mean, the whole thing is just purely fictional,
absolutely fictional. And that's why I say this had to have been done with people with an
agenda. Jackie Hatten, I don't know how many interviews that she did about me, but I
saw it, and she was not pulling any punches.

KING: And there she is.

STERN: If for one second she thought that Larry and I had any sort of sexual
relationship, she would have said that front and center.

KING: We have a statement for her. We will read it and get more, lots more to go on the
program tonight with Howard K. Stern and Lin Wood. Stephen Colbert tomorrow night.
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Don't go away.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back. We received a contact of Jackie Hatten about tonight's interview,
asked if she wanted to provide a statement. This is what she gave us. "I continue to
mourn the premature deaths of my dear friend Anna Nicole and godson Daniel Wayne
Smith. I anxiously await the inquest into Daniel's suspicious death, which is scheduled to
start in the Bahamas on October 30th, 2007."

Was his death suspicious?

STERN: Well, I think what the Bahamas said is that any time that a youngster dies and
it's not through like a car accident or some obvious death, it could be considered
suspicious.

KING: Cosby's book also claims there's a videotape, which she concedes she never saw,
that shows Howard and Larry engaged in gay sex. How do you respond to that?

STERN: It's totally impossible.
KING: It's a tape, I never saw it.

STERN: It's totally impossible. If Rita Cosby really thought that there was a tape, she
should have tried to watch it. You don't rely on other people's words for something as
salacious as that. It's just completely impossible. The act never occurred. No tape can
exist. KING: Then why print it?

WOOD: Well because you've got to understand, and I think you do, the nature of the
business. If Rita Cosby doesn't publish this sensational headline about some sexual
relationship between Larry Birkhead and Howard, she's got no book that's going to sell,
because it's just a run of the mill, tell the same old rumors again type book.

That's what got the headlines. That's what got the book sold. That's what she was trying
to do for profit. That is why she put that out there, and she knew that would generate the
publicity.

Look at what Jackie Hatten did not say. The statement she gave you. She didn't say she
stood behind this alleged story of seeing Howard and Larry together. And look at what
happened this week in the Bahamas. The lawyers for the nannies, who allegedly saw the
video and told John O'Quinn's investigators that had seen it, who then told Rita that it
existed, triple hearsay -- they have come out through their lawyer and said that they never
made that statement to the investigator.

KING: CNN --
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STERN: I'm sorry. The other thing about Jackie's statement is that she says she was
Daniel's godmother. I have also have heard her say that she's Dannielynn's godmother.
She absolutely is neither of their godmother. She's not a godmother, absolutely not.
KING: CNN has obtained an audiotape of what purports to be recent conversation
between Rita Cosby and Elizabeth Thompson, an attorney from the two nannies you
mentioned, | believe, formally employed by Anna Nicole Smith in the Bahamas.

The book "Blonde Ambition" claims these two nannies told private investigators that
Anna Nicole loved to watch a gay sex video of Howard K. Stern and Larry Birkhead. Let
listen to a brief excerpt.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

ELIZABETH THOMPSON, ATTORNEY: Yeah, but why did you want to speak with
them after the fact? After you have already written the book? Why, why do you want to
speak to them about those issues?

COSBY:: Because | think it's important to speak with them.

THOMPSON: To whim?

COSBY: Um, well, to them and to you. You know that's why.

THOMPSON: But not to me. I'm not the client.

COSBY: No.

THOMPSON: It's not my information.

COSBY: I know. But I do think it's important to speak with them. And then also to -- to
give credibility to them and I also think.

THOMPSON: So you want to validate what you put into the book, basically. That's what
we're doing right. Right?

COSBY: Well, that's some of it, but I also think -- can I tell you also, we also have
separate than them, other people in the book. So I'm comfortable.

THOMPSON: Of course. Let me tell you. They featured prominently in this book. I
mean, I've highlighted -- numbered the pages where they're featured and no one has
spoken to them about it. It blows my mind.

COSBY: Well, that's why I came here. That's why I came here.

THOMPSON: You came here to validate the information that you've already got, for



